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Description: 

The area originally comprised a poorly-drained piece of common land with the 
intermittent Wellesbourne stream running along its western side.  It was used for 
drying nets and storing boats.  With the rise of Brighton as a fashionable resort, the 
area began to be used for promenading.  Bathing machines, an assembly room and 
libraries were situated on its periphery, and a tower from where musicians performed 
to the promenaders was built in 1765.  As its popularity increased, the parish vestry 
and then the Town Commissioners took over more land and started improving it.  The 
Old Steine Gardens were turfed and enclosed in 1778, with formal promenades laid 
out.  The area’s fashionable status was confirmed when George, Prince of Wales 
(later Prince Regent and King George IV) began renting a building at the top end of 
the Old Steine (later to become the Royal Pavilion) in the mid 1780s.  A further five 
sections of the valley were returfed and enclosed in 1787 and the Wellsbourne was 
culverted in 1793.  These areas now comprise the sequence of green spaces which 
form Valley Gardens.  The Old Steine had a new perimeter brick path set out in 1806, 
was gas lit in 1824 and was bisected by a new road linking Castle Square and St 
James’s Street in the 1830s.  The current formal arrangement, tree planting and 
Victoria Fountain were largely laid out in 1846.  A statue of John Cordy Burrows 
(surgeon and local politician who partly funded the Victoria Fountain) stands to the 
southwest.  The Egyptian Campaign Memorial was erected to the north in 1888.  The 
Brighton War Memorial was constructed in 1922 and replaced the statue of George 
IV that now stands at the north gate of the Royal Pavilion.  Historic maps indicate that 
the gardens also used to include a meteorological station.  Source: Antram & Morrice 
2008, Berry 2000 in Garden History Vol 28, No 2., Carder 1990, Valley Gardens 
Conservation Area Study 1995 

A Architectural, Design and Artistic Interest 

ii A good example of a gardens of its type, largely retaining its mid 19th century 
design 

B Historic and Evidential Interest 

ii Intinsically linked with the development of Brighton from a fishing village to a 
fashionable resort.  Brighton was a pioneer in developing public pleasure 
gardens at the Steine between 1750 and 1840. 

C Townscape Interest 

iii The park forms one of a series of conjoining parks that have city-wide 



significance as civic spaces along the main routes into the city and on the 
approach to the Royal Pavilion from London. 

iv Clear association with the listed memorials, fountain and tram shelter 

F Intactness 

i Much of the mid 19th century design remains 

Date of inclusion 2015 

 


