
London Road, 84-103 Former Co-operative Department Store, Brighton 

Historic Building No CA 

Shop, Department Store LLHA0118 

 

Description: 

Former Co-operative Society store, designed as a purpose built department store for 
the Brighton Co-operative Society.  1931 by Bethell and Swanell, in stripped Classical 
style with modernist glazing. Stone façade divided into a series of bays with wider 
central bay flanked by giant Roman Doric columns.  Antram & Morrice (2008) 
describe the building as ‘pompous but stripped classicism’.  The building was 
extended in the late 20th century to create a floor area of c70,000 square feet.  These 
extensions and much of the building has been demolished and rebuilt in 2014 to form 
student accommodation.  The front elevation is the only part of the original building to 
survive.  Source: Antram & Morrice 2008 

A Architectural, Design and Artistic Interest 

ii The front elevation provides a imposing example of the neo classical 
architectural style 

iv Frank Bethel and Charles Swannell were a London-based architectural practice 
who designed a number of buildings for the Co-operative movement in London 
and the South East. Bethell was the driving force behind the practice and has 
two statutorily listed buildings to his credit, in Eltham and Enfield. None of the 
known examples are comparable in style to the London Road Coop store. 

B Historic and Evidential Interest 

ii Illustrative of the physical, social and economic development of the city, being 
one of a number of department stores that transformed the main shopping 
streets in the inter-war period 

C Townscape Interest 

iii The front elevation forms a focal point in the street through its imposing and 
unified frontage.  It provides evidence of the street’s former prosperity 

D Communal Value (non-compulsory) 

i Perceived as a source of local identity and/or distinctiveness in the community 

E Rarity and Representativeness 

ii The building is representative of the rise of the department store in the city, as 
the largest and longest-surviving store in the city. 
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