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Description: 

The area originally comprised a poorly-drained piece of common land with the 
intermittent Wellesbourne stream running along its western side.  It was used for 
drying nets and storing boats.  With the rise of Brighton as a fashionable resort, the 
area began to be used for promenading.  Following the enclosure of the Old Steine 
Gardens in 1778, the areas to the north were improved and enclosed in 1787.  These 
areas now comprise the sequence of green spaces which form Valley Gardens.  
Originally known as the North Steine Enclosures, Victoria Gardens was originally 
open only to residents and subscribers.  In 1883 the north enclosure was opened to 
the public and an encircling path made.  The southern enclosures remained in 
exclusive use until 1896.  In the 1920s the railings were removed and the current 
ornamental layout with dwarf fences was established.  The Gardens include a listed 
statue of Queen Victoria.  It also originally included 5 statues of allegorical figures, of 
which only two blind plinths remain.  The Mazda Electric Fountain stands to the north 
of the gardens.  Given to the town in 1930 by Thomson-Houston Ltd following an 
exhibition, it originally was illuminated from below with changing coloured lighting.  
The fountain control box survives to the north west pavement, with multi-coloured 
‘sunbeam’ stained glass.  Source: Antram & Morrice 2008, Berry 2000 in Garden 
History Vol 28, No 2., Carder 1990, Valley Gardens Conservation Area Study 1995 

A Architectural, Design and Artistic Interest 

ii A good example of a subscription and later public gardens of its type 

B Historic and Evidential Interest 

ii Intinsically linked with the development of Brighton from a fishing village to a 
fashionable resort.  The development of the pleasure gardens along Valley 
Gardens was pioneering for its time. 



C Townscape Interest 

iii The park forms one of a series of conjoining parks that have city-wide 
significance as civic spaces along the main routes into the city and on the 
approach to the Royal Pavilion from London. 

iv Clear association with the listed Queen Victoria statue, and forming the setting 
to surrounding listed buildings as well 

F Intactness 

i Although it has lost some of its original layout, the gardens still retain a sense 
of their former elegance, mature trees and early 20th century features (such as 
the Mazda fountain) which are of interest in themselves 
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