
Foredown Road, Foredown Tower, Portslade 

Historic Building No CA 

Water tower (hospital) LLHA0071 

 

Description: 

The Foredown Isolation Hospital was opened in c.1887 for the treatment of infectious 
diseases.  A number of extensions were soon required, and in 1909 this included the 
construction of a water tower in order to provide sufficient pressurised water for the 
most recent extensions.  The building was constructed on the highest part of the site, 
and with capacity to hold 27,500 gallons of water.  Square in plan, it is of yellow brick 
with semi-circular arches, surmounted by a cast iron tank.  The brick walls supporting 
the cast iron water tank were 27 inches thick in order to support its weight.  The water 
tower was disused by the 1960s, and the hospital closed in the 1980s.  The hospital 
was largely demolished to make way for housing soon afterwards, although a stretch 
of flint wall survives as well as the tower, which has been converted to community use 
and houses a camera obscura.  Its new use has required the construction of a new 
roof and glazing over the tank.  Source: Middleton 2002, HE Selection Guide 

B Historic and Evidential Interest 

ii Historic interest as the last surviving building associated with the Foredown 
Isolation Hospital.  The hospital predates the 1893 Isolation Hospitals Act, and 
therefore the majority of hospitals of this type.  Purpose-built isolation hospitals 
were a relatively short-lived building type, and rapidly declined after the rise of 
antibiotics in the 1940s. 

C Townscape Interest 

ii Located where the city meets the Downs (and immediately outside the South 
Downs National Park), the building contributes positively to the streetscene.  
Its location on the edge of the city acts as a reminder of its history as an 
Isolation Hospital. 

iii Its distinctive form means the building forms a local landmark for the north of 
Portslade, and as viewed from the A27 and surrounding downland. 

E Rarity and Representativeness 

ii Representative of the former Isolation Hospital, and the development of care 
and treatment for disease 

F Intactness 

i Despite conversion to an alternative use, requiring alterations to the roofscape 
of the building, the original form and function of the building is still evident. 

Date of inclusion Pre-2015 

 


