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Description: 

Portslade Manor was built in 1807 by the Borrer family, to replace the Old Manor. It 
was used between 1904 and 1996 as St Marye's Convent, at which time it was 
heavily extended to provide dormitories and a commercial laundry, which now 
dominate the rear of the site. The site is now an Emmaus Community for homeless 
people, including accommodation, offices, a second hand shop and café. A folly and 
grotto survive in the gardens. These are listed, and were built partially from fabric 
pillaged from the Old Manor. The Manor House preserves its original relationship to 
the front lawn and Manor Road to the south, which comprise its primary setting. The 
land on the east side of Manor Road (accessed via a tunnel beneath Manor Road) 
comprises part of the gardens to Portslade Manor, including the nuns' burial ground 
and a wildlife garden.  Elements of the garden designs shown on the 1840 tithe map 
and 1898 Ordnance Survey map still survive.  The tithe apportionments indicate the 
entire area was under the ownership of John Borrer at this time, and is identified as 
‘Mansion and Grounds’, ‘Plantation’ (lower half of the east garden) and Youngs Piece 
(Pasture – upper half of the east garden).  Source: Middleton 2002, Portslade 
Conservation Area Character Statement 
A Architectural, Design and Artistic Interest 

ii A good example of a 19th century Manor gardens, with later additions also of 
interest (such as the nuns’ burial ground) 

B Historic and Evidential Interest 

ii The grounds illustrate the development of Portslade and reflect the different 
uses of the Manor over time, including as the original Manor, a convent and 
now charitable establishment 

C Townscape Interest 

i Within the conservation area, the grounds contribute to the character of the 
area but are atypical of it, being well-preserved 19th century gardens within a 
largely built environment 

F Intactness 

i Many features from the different phases of design and use survive 
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