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Brighton and Hove Children’s Hearing Services Working Group (CHSWG)


Terms of Reference
	Title of group
	Brighton and Hove Children’s Hearing Services Working Group (CHSWG).

	Overall purpose of the group.
	This is a locally based multi-agency group, which includes parent representatives, working together to maintain and improve services for deaf children and their families.
We aim to look at current provision for deaf children and to develop the range of services used to make them more effective and family friendly.

We aim to provide a strategic vision for all services who work with deaf children and their families. To this end the group will lobby and influence on behalf of facets of service requiring progress and will audit quality of care for those delivering and receiving a service.



	Specific objectives/scope
	· Aim to ensure that local services for deaf children are effective, family friendly and integrated. 

· To take responsibility for quality standards, to undertake appropriate audits and make recommendations for integrated services.

· To review National Quality Standards .

· To take responsibility for Strategic Development of an integrated multi-agency care package
· To work within the guidelines of current national policies.
· To share and update knowledge of new national initiatives which impact on Deaf children and their families

· To work with parent representatives ensuring their involvement is equally valued alongside professional input, and also ensuring feedback to the wider parent group.
 

	Scope of decision making 
	· To modify effective individual services to influence good practise and look to individual team managers to modify policies and effect change.

· Refer on to individual service management where there are significant or far-reaching implications and make specific recommendations to the NHS and BSUH trust.

· Ensure feedback to strategic level through all agencies involved in CHSWG

· To make recommendations for commissioning services and put forward associated business cases.

	Accountable to
	· Departmental managers (for each service represented)

· Strategic Partnership Board

· SEN strategy group

· NHS Trust board

· Parent groups

	How accountability is demonstrated
	· Terms of reference of the group in place
· Minutes to be circulated to individual service management – Strategic Partnership Board and SEN strategy group
· Annual reports to be written and circulated

· Feedback to parent group via parent representatives and via SNS website.

	Roles within the group
	· Current chair = Virginia Harvey Specialist Speech and Language Therapist (Deafness)

· It is intended that the Chair be reviewed on an annual basis each March/April.
· A different minute taker will be nominated at each meeting
· The chair will organise and send out the agenda

· The chair will collate information for the group and be a focus point for contact

· Minutes to be recorded and circulated

	Services represented at the meeting (annual list of named contacts to be attached each year to allow for changes)
	· Newborn hearing screening programme
· Community audiometricain

· Audiology

· Medical team

· Health visitor representative

· Sensory Needs Service

· Speech and language therapy

· Social Care

· Parent representative

· NDCS (when possible)
· Local DCS parent reps.


	Frequency
	The group will meet  4 times per year
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List of members 

NHSP – Jaqueline Pascoe / Lou Charman
Audiology locality manager – Vanessa Sharp
BSUH audiology dept. -          Laura Mulherne

Medical Team  - Dr Janine Blundell
                          Lisa Gadsdon (specialist nurse)

Health visitor Rep.  – Jane Sloper
Sensory needs service –  Chris Browning

                                       Caroline Palmer

Speech and language therapy – Virginia Harvey

ENT – not attending
Social care – vacant

Parent Rep.  – Alyson Davies, Anna Brecon
NDCS – Eva Jolly
Local DCS – Linda Bambridge, Andrea Davidson

Reference documents for Brighton & Hove CHSWG Terms of Reference 

1. Dept. for Education/ Dept. of Health – Special Educational Needs and Disability – Code of practice: 0-25 January 2015.  Guidance on the special educational needs and disability (SEND) system for children and young people aged 0 to 25, from 1 September 2014. Updated 1 May 2015

2. Dept of Health -        Transforming Services for Children with            Hearing  Difficulty and their Families
             A Good Practice Guide Aug 2008

3. NICE Guideline -     Surgical management of otitis media with effusion in children
              Issue date: February 2008i

4. NICE Guideline -     Cochlear implants for children and adults with severe  to profound deafness
ne 60     NICE technology appraisal guidance 166

5. DfES -        Special Educational Needs Code of Practise

              Date of Issue: November 2001

6. The Bercow Report - A review of services for children and young people       (0-19) with speech, language and communication needs

7. Better Communication – An action plan to improve services for children and young people with speech, language and communication needs.

              Dept for children, schools and families Issued 2008
8. Deaf Children: Positive Practice Standards in Social Services     (February 2002)
                           ASSOCIATION OF DIRECTORS OF SOCIAL SERVICES

                           BRITISH DEAF ASSOCIATION

                           LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

                           NATIONAL CHILDREN’S BUREAU

                           THE NATIONAL DEAF CHILDREN’S SOCIETY

                           THE ROYAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR DEAF PEOPLE 

9. The impact of integrated Children’s Services on the scope, delivery and quality of social care services for deaf children and families.

              NDCS and the University of Manchester

              Phase 1 report – June 2008.

              Alys Young • Ros Hunt • Carole Smith
10. Developing Early Intervention/Support Services for Deaf Children and their Families
             DfES and RNID

             Date of Issue: May 2003

11. Quality standards and good practise guidelines: cochlear implants for children and young people - NDCS 2005

12. Quality standards and good practise guidelines: transition from child to adult service - NDCS 2005

13. Quality standards in bone anchored hearing aids for children and young people - NDCS 2003

14. Quality standards for the use of personal FM systems - NDCS 2008

15. Vision care for deaf children and young people - NDCS 2004
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