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Changes in Affordable Housing 
 
 
The chart shows the number of empty 
homes brought back into use over the last 
few years as a result of action taken by 
Brighton & Hove City Council.   
 
So far, 32 homes have been brought back 
into use during Q3 2014/15. This figure 
may increase once further verification is 
complete 
 
A snapshot taken at the end of this quarter 
identified that the Empty Property Team 
was in constructive dialogue with the 
owners of a total of 224 properties. 
 
At present, 49 properties are being 
monitored by Empty Property Enforcement 
Group

1
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So far 121 affordable homes funded 
through the National Affordable Housing 
Programme (NAHP) have completed this 
financial year.  
 
47 homes are for affordable rent (20x 1-
bed, 20x 2-bed and 7x 3-bed) and 74 are 
for shared ownership (25x 1-bed, 43x 2-bed 
and 6x 3-bed). 
 
Due to slippage, the number of additional 
homes estimated to complete in this 
financial year has reduced to 83 
 
In addition there are 6 schemes either on-
site or imminently due on-site providing 
another 155 homes 

 

During Q3 2014/15 there were a total of 32 
applications and 16 council dwellings sold 
under Right to Buy. 
 
Comparing the activity with that in Q3 
2013/14, the number of applications has 
increased by 14% and the number of sales 
has decreased by 24% 
 
Comparing the activity with that in Q1 
2004/05, there were 57% less applications 
for Right to Buy and 48% less sales of 
council stock. 

                                            
1
 Empty Property Enforcement Group members are the Empty Property Team and representatives from the Private Sector Housing Team 
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Help to Buy demand in Brighton & Hove 
 
 
Help to Buy is a government initiative that helps people to take steps to buy their own home, helping people to get 
onto the housing ladder or move up it.

2
 

 
The chart shows the number of Help to 
Buy applicants seeking to live in the city 
over the past 5 quarters. 
 
At the beginning of the financial year, 
bpha completed a data cleansing 
exercise resulting in many applicants 
being removed from the database. 
 
During Q3 2014/15 a total of 546 
applicants were seeking to live in the 
city.  This was a quarterly increase of 
31% and an annual decrease of 33%. 

 

The chart shows the size of property 
required by applicants interested in 
living in the city.  In Q3 2014/15  

• 375 (69%) applicants required 1-
bed home; an annual decrease of 
18% 

• 95 (17%) of applicants required 2-
bed home; an annual decrease of 
66% 

• 76 (14%) of applicants required 3-
bed+ home; an annual decrease of 
11% 

 
The tables and charts below provide more information on the Help to Buy applicants interested in living in the city  
 

 
Number of 
applicants 

live in area work in area social tenants 
with a 

disability 
Average joint 

income 

Q3 2013/14 818 818 815 31 31 £31,980 

Q4 2013/14 867 640 540 34 32 £31,920 

Q1 2014/15 709 523 363 27 10 £32,654 

Q2 2014/15 416 267 191 9 33 £32,774 

Q3 2014/15 546 353 256 16 39 £32,578 

 

 

Applicants wanting to move to the city 
current housing status Q3 2014/15 

Council Tenant 4 

Discounted Rent 3 

Housing Association Tenant 12 

Not Recorded 4 

On a council waiting list 4 

Owner Occupier 5 

Private Tenant 338 

Shared Owners 7 

Temporary Accommodation 6 

Tied Accommodation (Job) 4 

With family or friends 159 

                                            
2
 Bedfordshire Pilgrims Housing Association known as bpha has recently taken over the administration of Help to Buy from Moat 
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Homelessness Prevention across the City 
 
 
The Council’s Housing Options Team and Partnership Agencies provide a whole range of services from advice to 
households who find themselves in a housing crisis and intervening to prevent homelessness to managing 
homeless applications. Each month thousands of households seek advice and assistance from Housing Options 
and other agencies across the city and many households need more intensive intervention that requires more 
detailed casework.   
 
During Q3 2014/15 there were 718 households where more detailed casework was required and homelessness 
was prevented or relieved. When comparing prevention casework with homelessness casework for every 
household that made a homeless application, a further 2 households had their homeless prevented and for every 
households that had its homelessness accepted, a further 7 households had their homelessness prevented 
 

 
 
The chart shows households who were helped to 
sustain living in their current accommodation without the 
need of making a homelessness application through the 
prevention work. A total of 239 households successfully 
sustained their accommodation. 

The chart shows households who were helped to find 
alternative accommodation through the prevention work. 
A total of 479 households found alternative 
accommodation, mainly in the private rented sector and 
supported accommodation 
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Homelessness Comparisons with England and the South East 
 
 
This chart looks at the number of 
homeless decisions per 1,000 
households, and compares England, 
the South East and Brighton & Hove.  
 
During Q2 2014/15 the number of 
households having to make a 
homelessness application remained 
at 2.4 households per 1,000. 
 
The number of homeless decisions in 
the city continues to be higher than 
that recorded regionally and 
nationally 
 

 
This chart looks at the number of 
homeless acceptances per 1,000 
households, and compares England, 
the South East and Brighton & Hove  
 
Q2 2014/15 has seen the 
acceptance rate in the city increase 
to 0.9 households per 1,000 
 
The number of homeless 
acceptances in the city continues to 
be higher than that recorded 
regionally and nationally. 

 
This chart shows the pattern of 
homeless applications accepted over 
the past five quarters.   
 
The percentage of households 
making homeless applications and 
being accepted during Q2 2014/15  
is lower than the national and the 
regional averages for the fifth 
consecutive quarter. 
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Homeless Applications and Acceptances 
 

 
 
 

This chart compares the 
number of homeless 
applications and acceptances 
per 1,000 households, and the 
percentage of applications 
accepted in England, the 
South East and Brighton & 
Hove between 1 April 2014 to 
30 September 2014.   

 
Since January 2005 we have 
continued to maintain a low level of 
homeless acceptances as a result 
of our homelessness prevention 
work.   
 
The chart illustrates the monthly 
trends over the past 15 months: 

• The trend in homelessness 
applications shows a slight 
decrease  

• The trend in homeless 
acceptances shows a continued 
decrease  

• The trend in the acceptance rate 
also shows a slight decrease 

 

This chart shows the pattern of 
homeless decisions in Brighton 
& Hove over the past 5 quarters 
 
Q3 2014/15 has seen a small 
increase in the number of 
households making a homeless 
application.   
 
The number of households 
being accepted as 
unintentionally homeless and in 
priority need has decreased this 
quarter. 
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Reason for Homelessness in Brighton & Hove 
 
 
The chart shows the reason for 
homelessness for those households 
accepted in Brighton & Hove during 
the past 1¼ years. 
 
This quarter has seen a 15% 
increase in loss of private rented 
accommodation as the reason for 
being accepted homeless, with 47% 
decreases in eviction by parents and 
eviction by relatives or friends 
increasing by 33%. 
 
Loss of private rented 
accommodation still remains the 
most common single cause for being 
accepted homesless in the city.  

 
 

The chart shows the reasons for 
homelessness in Q3 2014/15: 
 

• 27% due to loss of private 
rented accommodation 

• 11% due to eviction by 
parents 

• 20% due to eviction by family 
and friends 

• 9% due to fleeing domestic 
violence 

 
 
The table below compares our figures to those reported for England from Q2 2013/14 to Q2 2014/15.  The average 
rate of homelessness due to termination of assured shorthold tenancy continues to be below the national average.  
In Q2 2014/15 homelessness due to eviction by parents and by relatives or friends, and domestic violence was 
above the national average. 
 

Reason for Homelessness 

2013/14 
Q2 

2013/14 
Q3 

2013/14 
Q4 

2014/15 
Q1 

2014/15 
Q2 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

Eviction by parents 16.7% 21.9% 16.3% 15.7% 15.7% 26.9% 14.7% 19.4% 14.5% 17.6% 

Eviction by relatives or friends 12.7% 10.5% 13.3% 13.6% 12.3% 16.3% 11.5% 13.3% 12.1% 13.9% 

Termination of assured shorthold tenancy 25.6% 16.2% 24.3% 17.9% 26.6% 13.1% 29.9% 22.4% 28.8% 17.6% 

Other loss of rented accommodation 6.4% 13.3% 5.8% 17.1% 5.6% 16.3% 5.4% 3.1% 5.9% 0.9% 

Domestic Violence 11.8% 8.6% 12.0% 8.6% 11.8% 11.3% 12.4% 9.2% 12.4% 13.9% 

Non-violent breakdown with partner 4.9% 5.7% 4.6% 6.4% 5.3% 4.4% 4.7% 6.1% 5.3% 3.7% 

Other 21.9% 23.8% 23.7% 20.7% 22.8% 11.9% 21.4% 26.5% 21.1% 32.4% 

Source: CLG Homelessness Statistical Release Table 774 & BHCC P1E Homelessness Return to CLG 
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Reason for Priority Need in Brighton & Hove 
 
 
The chart shows the reasons why 
households were accepted as 
homeless and found in priority need 
during the last 1¼ years.   
 
With the exception of being pregnant 
and being a young person, this quarter 
has seen a decrease across all the 
main reasons for being in priority 
need, with having a phyical disability 
decreasing by 28%, haivng a mental 
illness decreasing by 11% and having 
dependent children decreasing by 
10% 
 
Having dependent children still 
continues to be the most single 
common reason for homelessness 
priority need. 

 

The chart shows a precentage 
breakdown of the reasons for 
priority need of households who 
were accepted homeless in Q3 
2014/15. 
 

• 54% of those accepted as 
homeless were due to the 
households having dependent 
children. 

• 17% of those accepted were 
due to mental illness 

• 13% of those accepted were 
due to physical disability 

• 11% of those accepted were 
due to pregnancy  

 
The table below compares our figures to those reported for England from Q2 2013/14 to Q2 2014/15.  The average 
rate in Brighton & Hove for priority need due to having a physical disability and mental illness continues to be higher 
than the national average. 

Reason for Priority Need 

2013/14 
Q2 

2013/14 
Q3 

2013/14 
Q4 

2014/15 
Q1 

2014/15 
Q2 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

England 
Brighton  
& Hove 

Mental illness 8.5% 19.0% 8.8% 12.9% 8.4% 11.9% 7.8% 18.4% 8.3% 17.6% 

Dependent children 64.8% 48.6% 64.8% 47.9% 65.0% 52.5% 66.9% 48.0% 67.2% 54.6% 

Pregnant 8.1% 7.6% 7.9% 10.0% 7.5% 13.1% 7.5% 16.3% 6.8% 4.6% 

Physical disability 7.0% 20.0% 7.2% 20.7% 7.3% 18.8% 6.5% 11.2% 6.9% 16.7% 

Young person 2.8% 0.0% 2.9% 0.7% 2.8% 2.5% 2.4% 0.0% 2.4% 0.0% 

Other  8.8% 4.8% 8.4% 7.9% 8.9% 1.3% 8.8% 6.1% 8.3% 6.5% 

Source: CLG Homelessness Statistical Release Table 773 & BHCC P1E Homelessness Return to CLG 
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Households in Temporary Accommodation 
 
 
The chart shows the number of 
households in Temporary 
Accommodation at the end of each 
quarter since Q3 2013/14. 
 
On 31 December 2014 there were 
1,398 households in Temporary 
Accommodation, 10% increase over 
the year: 

• 43% were in Private Sector 
Leased accommodation 

• 5% were in B&B accommodation 
 
In addition to households in temporary 
accommodation 3 households were 
identified as homeless at home. 

 

The chart illustrates the number of 
households in B&B accommodation 
on the last day of each quarter over 
the past few years.   
 
The number of households placed in 
B&B this quarter is the same as the 
previous quarter and the number 
continues to remain below the 
figures before Q2 2004/05. 
 
Of the 76 households in B&B, 28 
(37%) there was a ‘duty owed’. 

Our priority is to ensure families with children 
and/or pregnant women are not placed in B&B 
accommodation unless it is an emergency.  Of 
the 958 families with children and/or pregnant 
women in temporary accommodation, 22 were in 
B&B accommodation on 31 December 2014 

Of the 1,398 households in temporary accommodation, 48% 
were lone parents and 26% were one person households (17% 
males and 9% females).   
 
Of the 3 young people aged 16/17 years old in Temporary 
Accommodation, 2 were in self-contained privately managed 
accommodation and 1 was in private sector accommodation  
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Homemove: Current Demand and Supply for Social Housing 
 
 
On 5 January 2015, 20,350 households were on the Housing Register and 207 homes were let during Q3 2014/15 
 

21,047 households were eligible to bid for properties, 
either for the whole or part of the period between 1 
October and 31 December 2014. 
 
The chart shows the percentage of households in each 
band who bid during the period monitored; 35% in Band 
A, 28% in Band B, 19% in Band C and 11% in Band D. 
 
During Q3 2014/15, a total of 32,820 bids were made on 
358 properties advertised and 207 properties were let. 

 
 

By Banding 

   
The majority of households on the 
Housing Register are in Band C. 
Band A makes up 2% of the register. 

Households in Bands B and C made 
the most bids, an average of 1.8 
each. Band D made the fewest bids 

Over ½ of all homes went to those in 
the highest priority banding, Band A.  
4 homes went to those in Band D 

 

By Property Size 

   
11% of the Housing Register is 
comprised of households looking for 
3 bed homes. 

However, 3-bed properties have an 
average number of bids of 137 per 
home available. 

34 (16%) of available homes let 
during the period were 3-bed 
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Homemove: Current Demand and Supply for Social Housing (continued) 
 
 
The chart compares the number

3
 of 

general stock properties and also 
sheltered stock where the status of 
the property changed between 1 
October and 31 December 2014. 

• number advertised  

• number accepted
4
 

• percentage accepted
3
 

• average bids per property  

 
There were 358 properties where the 
status changed

5
 during the period 

monitored; 238 were accepted, and 
19 withdrawn, 89 re-advertised, 12 
ready to offer and  ready to nominate 

 
The chart shows a break down of 
lettings by Housing List classification 
– whether they are a homeseeker or 
transfer applicant: 
 

• 65% of lets were to homeseekers 
and 35% to transfers 

• 32% of households housed from 
Band A were homeseekers 

• 57% of households housed from 
Band B were homeseekers 

• 90% of households housed from 
Bands C were homeseekers 

• 1 of the 3 households from Band 
D housed was a homeseeker 

 
The table shows the number 
of years

6
 those households 

that were re-housed during Q3 
2014/15 had been on the 
housing register by property 
size.   
 

 Waiting 
Number of years on housing register 

Sheltered Studio 1-bed 2-bed 3-bed 4-bed+ 

Shortest  0.1 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 1.2 

Average 0.9 3.0 3.1 3.2 2.3 1.3 

Longest 3.8 5.5 13.4 12.9 10.1 1.4 

 

The table shows the number of years
5
 those 

households that were re-housed during Q3 2014/15 
had been on the housing register by band.   
 
At 34 days, a household in Band A waited the shortest 
amount of time on the housing register to be re-housed 
– they were re-housed to 2-bed flat  

 Waiting 
Number of years on housing register 

Band A Band B Band C Band D 

Shortest  0.1 0.2 0.2 0.1 

Average 0.8 1.8 4.3 0.4 

Longest 5.3 10.1 13.4 0.8 
 

                                            
3
 The number of properties may include duplication where the same property has been advertised, withdrawn and then re-advertised 

4 
Accepted includes lets, offered, nominations, nomination offered and acceptances 

5
 Status changed = let, accepted, offered, ready to offer, re-advertised, withdrawn, nomination offered, nominated, ready to nominate 

6
 As households ‘bid’ for the property of their choice, this may, in some instances, effect the length of time they spend on the housing register 

(e.g. if   they chose to move to a popular area where very few properties become vacant and the demand is high) 
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Homemove: Demand and Supply for Households in Band A & B 

 
 
Households in Bands A and B are households in the most need of housing/re-housing. Households in Band A are 
identified as being in urgent need to move and those in Band B as being high priority to move. On 5 January 2015 
there were 1,422 households on the Housing Register in these bandings.  During Q3 2014/15, 110 households in 
Bands A and B were re-housed and 1,722 were on the housing register at some point during this period.  
 

On 5 January 2015 there were 1,422 
households in Bands A and B on the 
Housing Register (447 in Band A and 975 in 
Band B) 

• 200 (14%) needed a sheltered home 

• 635 (45%) needed 1-bed home 

• 328 (23%) needed 2-bed home 

• 194 (14%) needed 3-bed home 

• 65 (4%) needed 4-bed+ home 

Of the 259 households needing a 3-bed+ 
home, 145 (56%) had a family member with 
medical needs and 90 (35%) were living in a 
home too small for them.  

 

The table shows the number of 
years

7
 households in Bands A & B 

and on the housing register have 
been waiting to be re-housed 

Number of years on housing register : Bands A & B 

Waiting Sheltered 1-bed 2-bed 3-bed 4-bed+ All 

Average 4.6 4.1 4.1 3.7 2.4 4.0 

 

During Q3 2014/15 there were 110 
homes let to households in Bands A & B. 
(56 to Band A and 54 to Band B) 

• 12 (11%) sheltered homes 

• 33 (30%) studio and 1-bed homes 

• 31 (28%) 2-bed homes 

• 32 (29%) 3-bed homes 

• 2 (2%) 4-bed+ homes  
Of the 34, 3-bed+ homes let, 20 (59%) 
were to families with a member who had 
medical needs and 4 (12%) was to a 
family living a home too small for them 

 
The table shows the number of 
years

8
 those households in 

Bands A & B that were re-
housed during Q3 2014/15 had 
been on the housing register. 

 Number of years on housing register: Band A & B 
Waiting Sheltered Studio 1-bed 2-bed 3-bed 4-bed+ All 
Shortest  0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 1.2 0.1 
Average 0.7 0.3 1.3 0.8 2.0 1.3 1.3 

Longest 2.3 0.3 4.0 8.9 10.1 1.4 10.1 
 

The table shows the ratio of households 
in Bands A & B that were housed per 
100 households on the Housing 
Register for the same period. 
 
In Q3 2014/15 there were 12.6 
households housed in 3-bed homes from 
Bands A & B for every 100 households in 
the same bandings and on the housing 
register needing 3-bed home and eligible 
to bid during the quarter 

Brighton & Hove 

Households housed in Bands A & B  
(per 100 Bands A & B households on Housing Register needing that size) 

  
2013/14 

– Q3 
2013/14 

– Q4 
2014/15 

– Q1 

2014/15 – 
Q2 

2014/15 – 
Q3 

Sheltered 5.4 5.4 5.3 2.4 5.0 

Studio & 1-bed 5.9 5.3 6.7 6.9 4.5 

2-bed 7.5 8.0 9.9 7.7 7.5 

3-bed 8.3 7.3 5.8 6.3 12.6 

4-bed + 1.5 4.5 2.6 7.7 2.6 
 

                                            
7
 
& 8 

See footnote on page 12 
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Homemove: Demand and Supply: Homeless Households  
 
 
20,350 households were on the Housing Register on 5 January 2015 and during Q3 2014/15 a total of 207 
properties were let. 
 
1,118 (6%) of households on the housing register on 5 
January 2015 were households accepted as 
unintentionally homeless and in priority need, 16,128 
(79%) were other households seeking a social rented 
home and 3,104 (15%) were existing social housing 
tenant wanting to transfer. 

134 (65%) of the 207 properties let during Q3 2014/15 
were new lets to social housing; 24 (12%) to homeless 
households and 110 (53%) to other homeseeker 
households new to social housing.  73 (35%) of the 207 
properties let during the quarter were to existing social 
housing tenants transferring to more suitable homes. 

  
 

The chart compares the number of social 
housing units available as ‘new lets’ to 
the number of households accepted as 
homeless over the past 1¼ years 
 
During Q3 2014/15 a total of 99 
households were accepted as 
unintentionally homeless and in priority 
need and 134 social rented properties 
were let to new tenants.   
 
The number of households accepted 
homelessness was lower than the 
amount of social housing ‘new’ lets. 
 

 
 

The chart shows a percentage 
split between ‘new’ lets to 
homeless households and other 
homeseekers (excluding 
transfers and mutual exchanges) 
on the housing register over the 
past 1¼ years 
 
During Q3 2014/15, 18% of the 
new social housing lets were to 
households on the housing 
register who had been accepted 
as unintentionally homeless and 
in priority need 

 
NB: The figures for homeless households is taken from band reason but there will be some households originally given a homeless category as 
their band reason but have  subsequently had their band reason changed and can no longer be identified 
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Homemove: Lettings to Social Housing (1)  
 
 
Sheltered Housing 

In total 33 sheltered homes 
were let during the period 
monitored – 9x studios flats, 
22x 1-bed flats, 1x 1-bed 
bungalow and 1x 2-bed flat.   
A total of 1,114 bids were 
made, averaging 34 bids per 
home. 
 

• 1-bed bungalow in Area 
Four received the most 
number of bids (197 bids) 

• 1-bed flat in Area Eight 
received the lowest number 
of bids (2 bids) 

  
Studio Flats 

In total 10 studio flats were let 
and a total of 648 bids were 
made giving an average of 65 
bids per available studio flat. 

• The property receiving the 
highest number of bids 
was in Area Two (155 
bids) 

• The property receiving the 
lowest number of bids was 
in Area Ten (10 bids)  

  
1 Bed Homes 

In total 11,115 bids were 
made on the total of 69x 1-bed 
flats let giving an average of 
161 bids per property. 

• The property receiving the 
highest number of bids 
was a flat in Area Ten 
(451 bids) 

• The property receiving the 
lowest was a flat in Area 
Five (3 bids) 

  
 
City Areas 

• Area One  East Brighton  • Area Six Hanover & Elm Grove / St. Peter's & North Laine 

• Area Two Queen's Park  • Area Seven Patcham / Preston Park / Stanford / Withdean 

• Area Three Moulsecoomb & Bevendean  • Area Eight Rottingdean Coastal / Woodingdean 

• Area Four Hollingbury & Stanmer  • Area Nine South & North Portslade 

• Area Five Hangleton & Knoll  • Area Ten Brunswick & Adelaide / Central Hove / Goldsmid / Regency / Westbourne / Wish 
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Homemove: Lettings to Social Housing (2) 
 
 
2 Bed Homes 

A total of 59x 2-bed homes 
were let during the period 
monitored with a total of 7,912 
bids averaging 134 bids. 

• 43x flats, 12x houses and 
4x maisonettes 

• A house in Area Three 
received highest number 
of bids (324 bids)  

• A flat in Area Three 
received the least number 
of bids (9 bids) 

  
3 Bed Homes 

In total 34x 3-bed homes were 
let during the period monitored 
with a total of 4,560 bids made 
averaging 134 bids per home. 

• 30x houses, 1x bungalow, 
1x flat and 1x maisonette  

• A house in Area Nine 
received the highest 
number of bids (301 bids) 

• A maisonette in Area Five 
received the least number 
of bids (20 bids) 

  
4+ Bed Homes 

In total 2x 4-bed+ houses 
were let during the period 
monitored with a total of 124 
bids averaging 62 bids per 
home. 

• Both lets were 4-bed 
houses 

• The house receiving the 
highest number of bids 
was in Area One (67 bids) 

• The house receiving the 
lowest was in Area Two 
(57 bids) 

  
 
City Areas 

• Area One  East Brighton  • Area Six Hanover & Elm Grove / St. Peter's & North Laine 

• Area Two Queen's Park  • Area Seven Patcham / Preston Park / Stanford / Withdean 

• Area Three Moulsecoomb & Bevendean  • Area Eight Rottingdean Coastal / Woodingdean 

• Area Four Hollingbury & Stanmer  • Area Nine South & North Portslade 

• Area Five Hangleton & Knoll  • Area Ten Brunswick & Adelaide / Central Hove / Goldsmid / Regency / Westbourne / Wish 
 



 

 

Housing Strategy Team 
 
Brighton & Hove City Council 
2nd Floor Bartholomew House 
Bartholomew Square, Brighton, BN1 1JE 
 
t: +44 (0)1273 293055     
e: housing.strategy@brighton-hove.gov.uk  
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