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1. Heritage

Through City Plan Part One policy CP15 the council will work with partners to 
promote the city’s heritage and to ensure that the historic environment plays an 
integral part in the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental future of the 
city. This will provide continuity from Local Plan policies HE1, HE2 and HE4. In 
addition to these policies the council has also produced a Conservation Strategy 
and an Architectural Features Supplementary Planning Document.  

There are 479 listed buildings graded 1 and 2* in the city. There are ten buildings on 
the current English Heritage ‘At Risk’ register (2015/16), which is two percent of all 
listed buildings in the city. The number of buildings at risk has increased from 7 in 
2013/14 and the Unitarian Church, New Road, Brighton was added in 2015/16. 
There are three grade 1 listed buildings on the ‘At Risk’ register and five listed 
places of worship. A draft character statement for the Old Town Conservation Area 
was prepared in 2015/16. 

Information about conservation areas and listed buildings can be accessed via the 
Heritage page of the council website1. 

2. Sustainability

The council’s commitment towards securing high sustainability standards is set out 
in City Plan Part One policy CP8 ‘Sustainable Buildings’ and provides policy on 
sustainability standards. A Written Ministers Statement instructed Local Planning 
Authorities not to set in their emerging Local Plan ‘any additional local technical 
standards relating to the performance of new dwellings, including policy requiring 
any level of the Code for Sustainable Homes’. Planning Authorities may continue to 
set and apply standards of energy efficiency above Building Regulations, equivalent 
to a Code Level 4 standard, however. 

In response to this; new energy and water efficiency standards were produced by 
the Planning Authority for new housing, to be secured by condition;  

 Energy - 19% reduction in CO2 emissions over Part L Building Regulations
requirements (2013)

 Water - ‘Optional’ water standards: 110 litres/person/day

Applicants will continue to be asked to commit to the relevant standard through the 
Sustainability Checklist. The data presented in this monitoring report reflects the 
transition from Code for Sustainable Homes standards to the new energy efficiency 
standards. If an application was approved with a condition requiring a Code for 
Sustainable Homes certificate, prior to the new standards being introduced, the 
Code for Sustainable Homes Standard continues to be valid unless an application is 
made to vary the condition. After the new standards were introduced all approved 
applications had a condition requiring the new standard despite what was proposed 
in each application’s Sustainability Checklist. The majority of new build residential 
developments approved in the monitoring year submitted a checklist prior to the 

1
 http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/planning/heritage 

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/planning/heritage
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introduction of the new standards, although approximately half were approved after 
the standards changed. Despite this the data presented in this monitoring report 
presents what was initially proposed in the Sustainability Checklist rather than what 
was subsequently conditioned. The new energy standard is equivalent to a Level 4 
Code for Sustainable Homes energy performance although developments indicating 
higher standards under the Code for Sustainable Homes may voluntarily choose to 
proceed with the higher standards rather than the minimum set by the new 
condition. Only developments applying for Full Planning are required to submit a 
Sustainability Checklist, as a consequence the energy performance of other 
applications such as prior approval is not recorded. 

In 2015/16 nine new build residential units were completed after proposing to build 
to Code for Sustainable Homes Level 5, all of which were approved before the 
change of standards was introduced. There were 19 new residential units approved 
after proposing to build to Code for Sustainable Homes Level 5 although 13 of these 
units were approved after the standards were changed. 

Table 1: Net New Build Housing Completions and Approvals 2015/16:  
Proposed Sustainability Standards  

  
Completed 
new build 
dwellings  

% of 
completed 
dwellings 

Approved 
new build 
dwellings  

% of 
approved 
dwellings 

Comparison 
to previous 

year  

Code for Sustainable 
Homes Level  3 

52 26.40% 46 15.44% Decrease 

Code for Sustainable 
Homes Level  4 

136 69.04% 230 77.18% Increase 

Code for Sustainable 
Homes Level  5 

9 4.57% 19 6.38% Increase 

Reduction in carbon 
emissions of 19% 

0 0.00% 3 1.01% n/a 

Total units 197   298     

BHCC Planning Register (completions) and Sustainability Checklist (approvals) 
 
Policy CP8 of the City Plan Part One requires all development proposals to 
demonstrate how the development will facilitate on-site low or zero carbon (LZC) 
technologies. Applicants are asked to indicate via the Sustainability Checklist 
whether LZC technologies will be introduced into the development. Of the new build 
residential applications approved in 2015/16; 38 of 55 (69%) proposed to install LZC 
technologies and of those new build residential units completed in 2015/16; 34 of 45 
(76%) proposed low and zero carbon (LZC) technologies. The majority of 
developments that propose introducing LZC technologies do so through the 
installation of efficient gas boilers or solar photovoltaics (Chart 9). 
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Chart 1: New Build Applications with low and zero carbon technologies 2015/16 

Sustainability Checklist 2016 



5 

3. Waste and Minerals

Brighton & Hove City Council, as a Waste and Minerals Planning Authority, provides 
planning policies for waste management and minerals production. 

 adopted the Waste and Minerals Plan in February 2013.

3.1 Waste 

Local Authority Collected Waste (LACW)2 – 

Commercial and Industrial Waste (C&I) 

Construction, Demolition and Excavation Waste (CDEW) 

Other wastes 

3

There were 108,601 tonnes of LACW arising in Brighton & Hove in 2015/163, an 
increase on the 107,182 tonnes in the previous monitoring year. The majority of 
waste (70%) in 2015/16 was sent for energy recovery, the highest proportion since 
the construction of the energy recovery facility at Newhaven in 2012. As a 
consequence landfilled waste was only four percent of all LACW in the monitoring 
year; it comprised 59 percent in 2007/08.  

2
 Previously recorded as Municipal Solid Waste. 

3
 East Sussex Waste and Minerals Monitoring Report 2015/16 

https://new.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/planning/development/mineralsandwaste/amr1
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Chart 2: Local Authority Collected Waste Arisings Hove by management type 

ESCC 2016 

A quarter of waste arisings (25%) were recycled, composted or reused; a similar 
proportion to recent monitoring years. The proportion recycled continued to reduce 
to 20 percent, however

3.2 Minerals 

3
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