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Matter 2 The scale and distribution of development (location of development, spatial strategy, 
scale of development, site selection -policies H1, H2, H3 and SSA1 to SSA4 

Is the Plan positively prepared and justified, effective and consistent with national policy and the City 
Plan Part 1 in relation to the scale and distribution of development proposed and the site selection 
process? 

Issue 2 Site selection 

Qu.1 Was the methodology used to assess and select the proposed site allocations both in the urban 
area and urban fringe appropriate? Were reasonable alternatives considered and tested? Are the 
reasons for selecting the preferred sites and rejecting others clear? How did landscape and other 
constraints inform this process? 

Friends of Whitehawk Hill (FoWH) do not believe that the methodology used to assess and select the 
site allocations both in the urban area and urban fringe, particularly with regard to designated sites, 
was appropriate. Whilst we accept the principle of allocating some housing sites in the urban fringe 
was established through the CPP1 examination, we do not agree that this established the principle of 
allocating housing on designated sites. The CPP1 Inspector’s Report (CD23) stated that decisions on 
individual allocations should be made during the preparation of CPP2. 

Since CPP1 the requirement for plans to ‘safeguard’ locally designated sites has been added to the 
NPPF but neither section 2 of ED24 - Urban Fringe Assessment Update 2021, May 2021 nor BHCC02 
Revised Schedule of Proposed Modifications to the Proposed Submission City Plan Part 2, August 2021 
addresses or incorporates this change. 

Using figures in Table 4 of the Housing Provision Topic Paper (TP06) it is possible to deliver a surplus 
of 1,684 units even with the removal of allocations within Local Wildlife Sites and Local Nature 
Reserves, which would meet the requirements of both CPP1 and the NPPF. 

 

 


