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Dear Ms Barrett, 

Brighton & Hove City Plan Part 2: Examination Hearing -  Written representation 
submitted on behalf of St William Homes LLP (ID 211) in relation to Matter 13 

Quod is instructed by our client St William Homes LLP (‘St William’) to submit written representations 

for the forthcoming Examination in Public of the Brighton & Hove City Plan Part 2 (‘CPP2’) prepared 

by Brighton and Hove City Council (‘the Council’). 

Established in 2014, St William is a joint venture between Berkeley Group and National Grid Property 

(‘National Grid’), established to bring forward regeneration and the redevelopment of former gasworks 

sites across the south-east, delivering essential new homes and jobs. 

Our written representations are made in respect of the Inspector’s ‘Matters, Issues and Questions’ 

document (Inspector Note 3) that was published in September 2021 and the Council’s Revised 

Schedule of Proposed Modifications (August 2021) (document ID: BHCC02) and follows on from the 

representations we submitted to the Proposed Submission version on 30th October 2020.  We 

comment specifically on Matter 13 ‘Employment and Retail Policies’ and Main Modification 10 ‘DM11 

– New Business Floorspace’ to which we trust that this statement provides a constructive commentary 

to aid the Inspector’s examination of CPP2.  

Matter 13- Employment and Retail Policies (Inspector Note 3) 

“1.  Are modifications required to ensure this policy is effective and consistent with national policy, 
particularly in relation to the uses sought?”  
 

In respect of Question 1 of Matter 13 ‘Employment and Retail Policies’ outlined in Inspector Note 3, 

we do not consider that the current wording of Policy DM11 (MM10) is effective nor consistent with 

national policy on account of the categorisation of sub-uses under Use Class E.  We consider this 

approach to be wholly against the spirit of the new class order, and not to accord with paragraph 82 

of the NPPF, which requires planning policies to be flexible enough to accommodate needs not 

anticipated in the plan and to enable a rapid response to changes in economic circumstances. 
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Use Class E was introduced by the Government in September 2020 to “help streamline the system”1 

by providing greater opportunity for a range of flexible uses (commercial, business and service) to 

take place concurrently, or by allowing them to change between types of commercial uses without 

constituting development in order to “protect and grow our economy post Covid”.  The Council has 

duly updated CPP2 to reflect the changes made via the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) 

(Amendment) (England) Regulations 2020 to the extent that it refers to Use Class E, but as proposed 

by Main Modification 10 (Figure 1), draft Policy DM11 continues to seek restrictions on specific sub-

uses under Class E to which explicit references to Use Class E(g) (former Class B1) are applied 

throughout the policy and supporting text.  This is at odds with the intended purpose of the new class 

order and should duly be reviewed.  

To address this matter, we recommend that Policy DM11 is updated so that it refers to “Use Class E 

(g), B2 and B8”, as applicable business uses, removing reference to sub-uses within Use Class E.  

This would therefore recognise the flexibility intended by the introduction of Use Class E, and also 

acknowledge that other commercial uses are capable of generating meaningful employment to 

support CPP2, as demonstrated by the Employment Densities Guide (2010).  

We trust the above representation is clear and consistent with the comments we previously submitted 

to the Proposed Submission version and can be considered by the Inspector as part of her 

examination of CPP2. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Associate Director 

 

 

 
1 Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government. September 2020. Permitted development rights and 
changes to the Use Class Order - Flexible use on the high street: key facts brief 

Figure 1 - Main Modification 10 (extract from Revised Schedule of Proposed Modifications to the 

Proposed Submission City Plan Part 2, August 2021) 




