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Matter 1 Legal and procedural requirements 
Has the Plan been prepared with due regard to the appropriate legislation, procedures 
and regulations?  
 
Issue 5 Other matters 
 
3. Does the Plan accord with national policy? Mindful of the Council’s suggested Main 

Modifications (BHCC02), would the Plan reflect the changes introduced in the current 
NPPF (July 2021)?  

 
Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) does not believe that the Plan accords with national policy 
and in particular paragraph 179 of the NPPF (2021) and the requirement to safeguard 
locally designated sites as components of wider ecological networks.  
 
Planning Practice Guidance (ID: 8-013-20190721) explains that the way plan-making 
bodies can identify and safeguard locally designated sites is to – identify and map these 
sites, and to include policies that not only ensure their protection from harm or loss, but 
also help to enhance them and their connection to wider ecological networks.  
 
Further to this, Planning Practice Guidance (ID: 8-009-20190721) explains that as a part 
of the ‘biodiversity duty’, public bodies should be seeking to make a significant 
contribution to the achievement of the commitments made by government in its 25 Year 
Environment Plan.  
 
One of the key purposes of the 25 Year Environment Plan is to support nature’s recovery 
and restore losses suffered over the past 50 years, primarily through the creation of a 
Nature Recovery Network that links existing protected sites and landscapes as well as 
urban green and blue infrastructure.  
 
SWT does not believe that the CPP2 includes policies that ensure the protection of locally 
designated sites or restores past biodiversity losses. Instead, it actively harms locally 
designated sites through allocations in policies H1 and H2 and as such does not accord 
with national policy.  
 
Given the broad nature of question 3. SWT would be happy to leave the discussion of this 
issue to the relevant Matter hearings, particularly Matters 2, 6, 7 and 16, if the Inspector 
prefers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


