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The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP  
Ministry of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government  
4th Floor, Fry Building  
2 Marsham Street  
London, SW1P 4DF 
 

Date:   9th July 2020 

Phone: 01273 290481 

e-mail: nancy.platts@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

 

  

Dear Secretary of State,  
 

Discretionary Grant Fund for Business 
 
It is with pleasure that we write to inform you that Brighton & Hove City Council has now 
dispensed the £3.677million allocated for the discretionary grant fund for business. 
 
The grant has provided vital support to 304 of our local businesses, however the demand 
for support exceeded the funds available and over 600 business are now being informed 
that the help that they are seeking cannot be provided. 
 
We write to you now to ask for dispensation to use the unallocated sums from the Retail, 
Hospitality & Leisure Grant, and the Small Business Grant to support the businesses that 
we have not been able to help within the discretionary fund. 
 
Included within the application were over 40 applications from taxi cab drivers seeking 
funding to install protective screens within their cars. There are ongoing concerns about 
the safety of taxi drivers during the Covid 19 pandemic, and this is especially worrying for 
the significant number of Black and Minority Ethnic people within the trade.  
 
The focus of the discretionary fund is to support the local economy therefore it has not 
been possible to fund these applications.  
 
The Council has paid £66.565million to 4891 businesses through the two main grant 
funds, (90% of the estimate provided on the 4 May 20). Work continues to identify 
beneficiaries who have not claimed however we estimate that approximately £5million will 
remain unclaimed due to business closures and other factors and a further £5 million from 
the original allocation to the council (prior to the estimate provided on the 4 May). 
 
The ask of government is not for new money but for the use of the existing unallocated 
funding already held by the local authority circa £10.7million, to be used to support the 
businesses that are in desperate need of help. If this request were to be approved, we 
would be able to support the over 600 businesses that are seeking circa £7.1million to 
ensure the survival of their businesses. It would provide the funds needed to purchase 
Personal Protective Equipment in the form of screens within taxi cabs that would help 
support the safety of taxi drivers and their passengers. 
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Support to business at this crucial time will have wider benefits to our city and the public 
purse by helping mitigate rising levels of unemployment and benefit claimants. Between 
May 2019 and May 2020, the number of people in Brighton & Hove claiming JSA and UC 
that fall within the UC ‘searching for work’ conditionality has increased by 191% (9,310 
people) increasing from 4,870 in May 2019 to 14,180 in May 2020.  Most of this increase 
has taken place since March 2020 where there has been an increase of 142% (8,320 
people) increasing from 5,860 people in March 2020 to 14,180 people in May 2020. 
A recent report by the Royal Society of Arts and Manufacturing found that tourism-driven 
economies are at a high risk of losing a substantial number of jobs. 
 
Brighton & Hove is a tourism-driven economy known for being a cosmopolitan city-by-the-
sea with around 13,500 businesses. We have key strengths in the arts and cultural 
industries, two excellent universities, language schools, GBMet our local further education 
college, and high numbers of innovative businesses developing new technologies.   
 
However, much of this is currently facing enormous challenge and could be lost. 
We have the highest business start-up rate in the country and the pandemic has had a 
huge impact on our small businesses and the people who work in our independent sector. 
They are an essential part of what makes Brighton & Hove a vibrant, exciting and creative 
place and we need to make sure they can recover.  
 
Together with our local business networks and organisations we call on government to 
allow us to use the unallocated funding to provide vital and immediate support to our 
businesses, reduce the strain on the public purse, and give us the tools with which to 
ensure the economic recovery of our city. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Councillor Nancy Platts 
Leader of Brighton and Hove City Council  

 
 
 
Supported by: 
 
Dean Orgill, Chair, Brighton & Hove Economic Partnership 
Jon Rollings, Interim CEO, Greater Brighton Metropolitan College (GBMet) 
Sarah Springford, Director, Brighton Chamber 
Gavin Stewart, Chief Executive, Brilliant Brighton Business Improvement District 
Martin Searle, Development Manager, The Federation of Small Business – Sussex 
Prof Debra Humphries, Vice-Chancellor, University of Brighton 
Prof Adam Tickell, Vice-Chancellor & President, University of Sussex 
Nigel Lambe, Chief Executive Officer, Sussex Innovation Centre 
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Angi Mariani, Director, Latest TV 
Howard Barden, Head of Tourism & Venues, Visit Brighton 
Phil Jones, Managing Director, Wired Sussex 
Olivia Reid, Chair, The Restaurateurs Association 
Anthony Prior, Commercial Director, Platf9rm – Shared workspace 
Jonathan Markwell, Co-Founder, The Skiff – Shared workspace 
Ian Elwick, Chief Executive Officer, The Werks – Shared workspace 
Alexandra Young, Location Manager, PlusX – Innovation hub 
Dr David Greenfield, Co-Founder, Circular Brighton & Hove 
Zoe Osmund, Director, The Green Growth Platform business innovation network 
Phil Green, Director, MDHUB business growth network 
Sara Osterholzer, Co-Founder, The Good Business Club, purpose beyond profit business 
network 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


