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1. Site details 
 
Name: Benfield Hill Local Nature Reserve 
 
Location: On the northern boundary of Hove, north of the A27 between New 

Barn Farm and West Hove Golf Club, East Sussex 
 
Grid reference: TQ262079 
 
Area: 10 hectares 
 
Landowner: Brighton & Hove City Council 
 
Lessee: Benfield Investments Ltd 
 Mr. Pennant, Mr Boon & Mr Harper Benfield Valley Golf Course 
  
Site Management: Brighton & Hove City Council 
 
Planning authority: South Downs National Park Authority (Brighton & Hove City 

Council)  
 
Status: Site of Nature Conservation Importance 
 Local Nature Reserve, designated April 1993 
 Within South Downs National Park 
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2. Site Objectives 
 

o To maintain and increase the quality and area of chalk grassland present, with 
particular regard to the need to conserve the vulnerable elements of its flora, and it’s 
varied invertebrate fauna. 

 
o To manage existing scrub and woodland, with a diversity of age and species, to 

provide biological diversity, shelter, food resources and nesting opportunities for 
fauna. 

 
o Tho maintain and enhance the area for recreation and as an educational resource, 

particularly for local users. 
 
3. Legislation 

 
UK Bap and/or Sussex Bap species on the site that will need managing as per their individual 
action plans. 
Site of Nature Conservation Importance 
Local Nature Reserve, designated April 1993 
Within South Downs National Park 
Badgers are protected under law from the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 
All reptiles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
 
4. Site Description 

 
The site comprises approximately 10 hectares of the Benfield Hill ridgeline between two dry 
valleys in the Upper and Middle Chalk.  It is bounded on the south by the A27, on the east by a 
public bridleway running along the boundary with the West Hove Golf Club at the base of the 
slope, on the north by the fence line between the old golf land and farmed land, and on the west 
by the fence line boundary of land farmed by New Barn Farm.  It rises to 95m in the centre and is 
an excellent viewing area to see the wider landscape from sea to downland. The LNR is part of 
the Local Development Frame Work for the Brighton & Hove City Council Green Network. In 
this report an urban green network comprises natural green spaces which interconnect through 
the urban area and into the urban fringe and wider countryside. 

 
The crown of the hill is used for golf and contains the fairways, trees, bunker and greens for 3 
holes.  The areas of high nature conservation interest are on the shallow west facing and the steeper 
east-facing slopes.  The northern part of the east slope forms an abrupt north-east facing concave 
coombe, the steepest part of the site. The eastern side contains a mixture of rough grassland, scrub 
and tall, closed canopy thicket growing over - in places - to secondary woodland towards the 
northern boundary. The western side of the reserve consists of uninterrupted rough grassland with a 
few isolated bushes and some rank vegetation on the western boundary. 
 

To the south, Benfield Valley is an important green link to the urban area.  It contains significant 
wildlife habitats and is well used for recreation.  The valley acts as a green lung and is an 
important part of the urban greenway.  Since designation in 1993, there has been a good working 
relationship with all the tenants of Benfield Valley Golf Club, the course manager and ground 
staff have worked in partnership with the Rangers to manage the LNR. The West Hove Golf 
Course green keeper has also taken an active interest in all aspects of the management of the 
reserve. One of the main collaborations has been combining grazing of the reserve and parts of 
west hove’s course. 
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4.1 Previous management 
 
Objectives 
 
Management of the site has followed the principles of draft management plans from 1993, 1997. 
and 2001. The aims have been: 
 
♦ To maintain and increase the quality and area of chalk grassland present, with particular regard 

to the need to conserve the vulnerable elements of its flora, and it’s varied invertebrate fauna. 
 
♦ To conserve sufficient scrub presence on existing sites to provide shelter, food resources and 

nesting opportunities for fauna, and as an aesthetic feature. 
 
♦ To enhance the value of the site as a recreational and educational resource, particularly, for local 

users, by the provision of interpretative materials and opportunities. 
 
 
Management History 
 
Long-term removal of grazing from the site resulted in the dominance of upright brome and false 
oat grass and the replacement of significant parts of species-rich grassland with scrub.  This lack of 
management resulted in the loss or serious depletion of populations of less common, and often very 
attractive, herb and invertebrate species.   
 
The careful re-introduction of regular grazing had helped retain important species and supported the 
long-term re-colonisation of areas of derelict fairway, reclaimed scrub and species-poor grassland to 
create more diverse species-rich swards. The 3 hole golf course edges have been maintained as 
rough grassland by the golf course and rangers. 
 
The perimeter fence was completed to stock-proof standards in 1991 and cattle grids installed.  .  
Initially winter grazing with cattle took place for 3 years.  This successfully reduced the sward, and 
the resident rabbit population had provided enough grazing in most areas.  Since 1996 there has 
been winter sheep grazing (approximately 50 sheep) for approximately 6 weeks, using temporary 
electric fencing within enclosed areas.  This has reduced the sward height and created the desired 
habitat.  Water is provided by the means of temporary troughs and a bowser.This can create a 
maintenance issue, but with staff and volunteers carrying out daily lookering rota for the sheep this 
is not too onerous. 
 
Rabbits do maintain the sward but only in certain areas within the compartments. Smaller 
concentrated electric fenced areas will be the best management over a shorter concentrated time 
scale.    
 
On the northern boundary, the scrub thicket had become continuous and was succeeding to 
secondary woodland. Active management of the scrub has maintained its value for fauna, 
particularly birds, butterflies and moths.  Some areas have been allowed to age. The edge has been 
maintained to prevent further encroachment as an uneven, scalloped edge. 
 
Large thickets have been broken into a series of smaller scrub thickets to maximise edge habitats 
and to reintroduce chalk grassland to some areas.  Arisings have been burnt on site in designated fire 
sites, and most stumps chemically treated.  Less common species and specimen individuals such as 
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Walnut(two specimens, Holm oak(single specimen for the last 30 years) and Buckthorn(approx ten 
specimen) have been left.  Scrub edges have been cut on a rotation to prevent further loss of herb-
rich turf. 
 
The hedge line at the bottom of the east slope has been managed as a tall visual barrier between 
the lower hillside and the golf course club house complex, as a wind shelter for invertebrates and 
as cover for the badger sett on the lynchet bank.  New scrub growth within BEN 3 secondary 
woodland on western margins of the hedge line has been removed to control sideways expansion of 
the hedge.  Hawthorn has been planted, with mixed success, along the fenced boundary with West 
Hove Golf Club. This hedge line can be laid in future to enhance its biodiversity and structure. 
 
In recent years scrub management has focussed on removing regrowth, particularly of privet and 
dogwood, on the eastern slope. Small areas of Elder, Hawthorn and brambles on the Western slope 
have been removed, mainly to prevent sheep from becoming entangled.  
The suckering blackthorn thicket at the north end has been reduced in size to maintain access.  
Public footpath 8a is cleared of soft vegetation once a year by Brighton & Hove City Council. 
Whilst the abundant rabbit population effectively grazes some areas, if allowed to go unchecked 
overgrazing will be detrimental to the grassland. Additional rabbit netting along the north and east 
boundaries have been erected, further rabbit netting may have to be added to existing boundary 
fencing to secure the site from rabbits coming  from neighbouring landowners. Some rabbit control 
has taken place in the form of ferreting but has limited success. It may be an option to take a look at 
this again in the future, but shooting has to be ruled out due to the public access on the site gassing 
is very affective method but is unlikely to be acceptable. 
 
 
4.2  Environmental Information 

 
 
Physical – Landscape 
 
Benfield Hill lies within the open east chalk uplands  and  is one of the richest surviving remnants 
of old chalk grassland between the urban fringe and the Downs escarpment to the North. This 
landscape typically has rounded chalk landforms, with isolated fragments of chalk grassland, 
scrub and occasional patches of woodland on steep slopes and on some steeper summits.  
Hedgerows, where present, tend to be along ancient chalky tracks.  
 
 
Biological – Flora and Fauna  
 
The presence of a group of species including horseshoe vetch Hippocrepis comosa, chalk milkwort 
Polygala calcarea, dropwort Filipendula vulgaris, common rock-rose Helianthemum 
nummularium, Field fleawort Tephroseris integrifolia and round-headed rampion Phyteuma 
spicatum, would indicate that the chalk grassland on the Reserve has a considerable unbroken 
history. In a local context the Reserve is very important for its abundant opportunities to view birds, 
including the nightingale.  Migrant species, such as fieldfare Turdus pilaris and redwing T. ilacus, 
use the reserve as a resting and feeding place 
 
The glow-worm population is large (a maximum of 54 females were seen in a single observation in 
1993) though its locus has shifted over the past 30 years from the north-east coombe to the higher 
hill slope, and currently to the south-east slopes.  This is one of only 7 populations recorded on the 
chalk outcrop from the River Adur to the A23 London/Brighton Road. 
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The mosaic of habitat types (close grazed turf, longer grass, scrub and scrub edge) has resulted in a 
particularly rich butterfly fauna.  As well as populations of small blue Cupido minimus and brown 
argus Aricia agestes, chalkhill blue Lysandra coridon is regularly recorded in ones and twos. There 
is an active badger Meles meles sett on site. It is thought that this sett may be up to 150 years old 
Glow-worm surveys have been carried out on the site from1992-2010 see Benfield Wildlife & 
Conservation Group web site. 
 
5. Nature Conservation Features 
 
Features that will require some specific management objectives, whether part of the overall 
habitat management or specifically. As well as the specific species mentioned in the table below 
(Fig 2.)There are the habitats such as chalk grassland, the secondary woodland and the scrub to 
consider. These all need to be managed to either maintain and/or increase the areas they cover in 
order to protect the species listed. Percentage cover now and percentage cover aimed for are 
considered in the table below (Fig 1.) These can be monitored to ensure the site stays in 
favourable condition. Presence or absence of the species in Fig 2 can also be monitored in future 
to check habitat requirements remain suitable 
 
 

Fig 1  Habitat cover  
 
Habitat Percentage cover now Ideal percentage 

cover 
Chalk grassland 75% No more than – 80% 

No less than – 60% 
Secondary woodland 10% No more than – 15% 

No less than – 10% 
Scrub (uneven age) 10% No more than – 15% 

No less than – 10% 
 
 
 

Fig 2 Table of notable species seen on the site 
 

Feature Bap Species Habitat requirements 

Glow – worms 
 

No 
 

Require uneven grassland, 
preferably not mown June 

– July. Open areas for 
displaying.  

Small blue (Butterfly) 
 

Yes 
 

Kidney vetch food plant, 
some patches of bare 
ground to allow new 
seedlings to spread.  

Adder Yes 
 

Adders are relatively 
common in areas of rough, 
open countryside and are 

often associated with 
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woodland edge habitats 

Badger No 
 

Prefer cover around the 
sett, so keep tree cover in 

place in this area 
Field fleawort 
 
 

Yes  
 

Chalk grassland species 

Dingy skipper 
(Butterfly) 

Yes 
 

warm open areas such as 
south-facing chalk and 

limestone downland, open 
hillsides, railway 

embankments, dunes, cliffs 
and abandoned quarries. It 

can also be found at the 
ends of woodland as well 
as in woodland clearings 

and rides. 

Slow-worm Yes 
 

Tussocky grassland, 
meadows and woodland 

rides, with areas for 
basking 

 
Wall (butterfly) Yes 

 
unimproved grassland, 

wasteland, cliff edges and 
hedgerows. 

 
Chalk carpet moth Yes 

 
It occupies hedgerows and 
scrubland, particularly in 

chalky localities, and feeds 
on traveller’s  joy 

Small heath (Butterfly) Yes 
 

Open grassland, woodland 
rides. Food plants are 

fescues, bents, meadow 
grasses as well as kidney 

vetch and devils bit 
scabious 

Common lizard Yes Requires open grassland, 
not scrub or woodland. 
Habitat piles possibly  
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6. People 

 
6.1   Stakeholders 
 
Through its management of the site, Brighton & Hove City Council provides a ranger service for 
the reserve. The site is owned by Brighton and Hove City Council and is leased by Benfield 
Valley Golf Course. The voluntary groups Benfield Wildlife & Conservation Group undertake 
much of the work on the site with additional help from South Downs Volunteer Ranger Service, 
Green Gym. Brighton & Hove Council Rights of Way section maintains the public rights of way 
on the site. You can join as a member of the Benfield Wildlife & Conservation Group. New 
members: - Individual-£6.00 Family-£10.00 Unwaged -£3.00 Benefits of joining: - Newsletter-
Magazine. Regular meetings with talks on wildlife, country crafts and flora & fauna 
identification. See web site for details. 

 
7. Access and Recreation 

 
Two public rights of way exist across the site: a public footpath crosses north-south over the golf 
course and a bridleway runs along the boundary with the West Hove Golf Club at the foot of the 
east slope.  Access from the urban fringe is via a footbridge over the A27. There is general public 
access across the reserve, with a number of informal paths.  Additional pedestrian access points 
are located on the west boundary and at the north-east and south-east corners.  Members of the 
active Benfield Wildlife Group run several guided walks on the Reserve each year on a variety of 
subjects. Buses stop at Hangleton Valley Route 66a & 55 and Dean Gardens Route 6, 71 & N98. 
From Brighton towns centre take the 5b stops at south end of St Helens Green. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Benfield Hill Local Nature Reserve Management Plan 2010 

10  

 
7. Action Plan 

 
Please refer to area maps Fig.1 Benfield Habitat Map and Fig.2 Benfield Grazing Map 
 
 

Benfield Action Plan 
Main objective is to maintain a sward of varying heights see notable species seen on site 

habitat requirements. 
 

Action Area Operation 
 

Lead Resources Year 

Grazing Grazing 
area 1 

Grazed Annually between Sept - March . Fig.2 
 Permanent fenced grassland with cattle grids. 

Marked on grazing map in purple. One 
pedestrian gate to access onto site.  Water trough 
and bowser on site.  Approx 50 - 100 sheep for 
2-3wks until sward has been reduced. Needs to 

be monitored closely.  
 

B&H B&H 
 

2011 - 
2016 

Grazing Grazing 
area 2 

Grazed Annually. Sept - March Fig.2  Marked 
on grazing map in green. Partially fenced with 
permanent and electric fencing, 5-6 pedestrian 
gates to enable golfers to retrieve their balls. 

Water trough and bowser on site.  Approx 50 – 
100 sheep for 3-4wks until sward has been 

reduced. Needs to be monitored closely. Will 
need strimming prior to electric fencing. 

B&H B&H 
7-8 x 50m 

rolls of 
electric 
fencing 

2011 - 
2016 

Grazing Grazing 
area 3a 

Grazed Annually Sept - March.  Fig.2 Marked 
on grazing map in blue. Completely fenced with 
electric fencing, 4-5 pedestrian gates to access 
onto site and to enable golfers to retrieve their 

balls.  Water trough and bowser on site.  Approx 
50 - 100 sheep for 3-4wks until sward has been 
reduced. Needs to be monitored closely. Will 

need strimming prior to electric fencing. 

B&H B&H 
18 x 50m 
rolls of 
electric 
fencing 

2011 - 
2016 

Grazing Grazing 
area 3b 

Grazed Annually Sept - March. Fig.2 Marked 
on grazing map in blue. Completely fenced with 
electric fencing, 4-5 pedestrian gates to access 
onto site and to enable golfers to retrieve their 

balls.  Water trough and bowser on site.  Approx 
50 - 100 sheep for 3-4wks until sward has been 
reduced. Needs to be monitored closely. Will 

need strimming prior to electric fencing. 
 

B&H B&H 
7-8 x 50m 

rolls of 
electric 
fencing 

2011 - 
2016 

Grazing Grazing 
area 3a 
and 3b 

combined 
to form 

Grazed Annually Sept - March. Fig.2  Marked 
on habitat map in red. Partially fenced with 

permanent fencing on 2 sides at the site 
boundary, with electric fencing following from 
the northern boundary of the golf course to the 

B&H B&H 
8-9 x 50m 

rolls of 
electric 
fencing 

2011 - 
2016 
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one area 
(another 
option) 

south eastern corner. 5-6 pedestrian gates to 
access onto site and to enable golfers to retrieve 

their balls.  Water trough and bowser on site.  
Approx 50 - 100 sheep for 3-4wks until sward 

has been reduced. Needs to be monitored closely. 

Mainte
nance 

2 Cattle 
grids 

Surveyed annually in the summer for wear and 
tear. Contact Richard Hammonds at ESCC 

Highways to carry out survey. Last survey carried 
out Feb 2010. Top cattle grid in need of repair on 
access road. Estimated cost of repair £4500 - no 
monies available but, have looked at repair with 

member of Wildlife Group estimated cost £500 if 
carried out ourselves. Lower cattle grid is the 

responsibility of West Hove Golf Course. 

B&H ESCC 
Highways 

Dept. 
Richard 

Hammond
s  

07748334
997 

2011-
2016 

Mainte
nance 

Boundary/
Stock 

Fencing 

Walk the boundary annually prior to grazing to 
check it is stock proof. Carry out any necessary 

repairs. 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Mainte
nance 

Display 
board and 
entrance 

signs, site 
informatio

n signs 

Inspect annually for damage and carry out repairs 
as necessary. Install another entrance sign at the 
junction of the link road onto the access road, to 
be placed on the information board at West Hove 
Golf Course. Also install entrance signs at both 

ends of bridleway. 
 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Mainte
nance 

Rabbit 
holes 

Survey site for rabbit holes at access points, i.e.; 
kiss gates and hunt gates. Fill holes with MOT as 

necessary. 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Mainte
nance 

Access 
Gates 

Inspect annually and repair as necessary. 
 

 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Mainte
nance 

Northwest 
and 

Southwest 
boundaries 

Liaise with golf club regarding grass clippings 
being left on site. 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Habitat Ben 3 Chalk grassland – Sept - March Fig.1  Marked 
on habitat map in red. Graze annually as per 
grazing map and instructions.  
 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Habitat Ben 3 Secondary Woodland – OCT - JAN Fig.1 Area 
marked on habitat map in blue. In northern and 
eastern areas of Ben 3 secondary woodland needs 
maintaining at current levels to prevent further 
encroachment onto rest of site. Edge of 
woodland will need to be cut back annually in a 
scalloped effect, to create uneven edges and 
glades must be cleared of scrub and brambles. 
Large glade in northeast corner has had bee 
orchid so must be maintained as chalk grassland 
and slightly enlarged to encourage this species to 
return. There are informal paths through the 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 
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woodland that will need to be cleared to keep 
them open for walkers. 
 

Action Area Operation 
 

Lead Resources Year 

Habitat Ben 3 Scrub – OCT - JAN  Fig.1  Marked in purple on 
habitat map (Hawthorn, brambles, elder, 
dogwood, privet) Control regrowth of scrub to 
prevent thickets joining and maintain diversity of 
habitat with no more than 10% scrub cover on 
main grassland area. Burn cuttings on existing 
fire sites, or bare areas of soil to prevent 
enrichment of soil structure. Stumps need to be 
treated with herbicide (Timbrel) to prevent 
regrowth. Retain rarer species such as buckthorn 
and spindle. Leave sporadic and smaller clumps 
of scrub to break up the hillside landscape, some 
of these may need thinning out a little to prevent 
them joining up.  

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Habitat Ben 3 Scrub - OCT - JAN Fig.1  Marked in purple on 
habitat map. In the southeast corner parallel with 
the access road, retain scrub as noise and visual 
barrier but maintain at current level to prevent 
form spreading and clear brambles that are 
encroaching. 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Habitat Ben 3 Fig.1  OCT - JAN Marked in purple on habitat 
map. Maintain large thicket at north west corner, 
preventing further spread. Maintain right of way 
through the centre, by strimming/mowing in 
early spring and late summer as required. 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Control Ben 1 Rabbit population in central area may need 
controlling; the best way would be with ferrets. 
 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Control Ben 2 Rabbit population along north-western edge to 
kiss gate, rabbit population is also a problem. 
Again control may be necessary 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Control Ben 3 Possible control of rabbit population using 
ferrets in the open areas of grassland and where 
scrub has been minimised from the edges of the 
woodland. 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Survey Whole 
site 

More up to date surveys to be carried out to 
monitor species present. Survey flora and fauna 2 
yearly, between June and September.This will 
confirm current management is working, if not 
adjust management plan as necessary. 
 
 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Survey Whole 
site 

Continue with annual glow worm survey, this 
should be done late June – July. This will 
confirm current management is working, if not 
adjust management plan as necessary 
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Maintena
nce 

Ben 
2/3/4 

Fig.1  Liaise with golf course to ensure any of the 
bunkers that aren’t being used as part of play, are 
managed sensitively and not strimmed and cut 
during the growing season.   

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Maintena
nce 

Whole 
site 

Dog and litter bins (are emptied by Brighton & 
Hove City Clean) should be emptied on a 
regular basis and not allowed to overflow. Liaise 
with Benfield Valley Golf Course. Site should be 
litter picked regularly. Notices should be put up 
at main entrances, asking people to take their 
litter home. 

B&H B&H 2011-
2016 

Notes for 
future 
manage
ment 

  
 
 
 
 

   

Notes for 
future 
manage
ment 
 

  
 
 
 

   

Notes for 
future 
manage
ment 

  
 
 
 

   

Notes for 
future 
manage
ment 

  
 
 
 
 

   

Review  Review Management Plan in autumn 
2015 
 

B&H B&H 2015 
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Fig.1 
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Fig. 2 
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8.   Appendices 
 
8. 1 Site Management Contacts 
 
Hugo Blomfield Countryside Manager, Brighton & Hove Council (01273) 292929 
 
Matthew Thomas Ecologist, Brighton & Hove Council   (01273) 292371 
 
Martin Robinson Chair, Benfield Wildlife & Conservation Group (01273) 414936 
 
Simon Martin  Course Manager     (01273) 411358 
 
Chris Wallace  Assistant Manager     (01273) 411358 
 
Mr Pennant  Lessee’s, Benfield Valley Golf Course  (01273) 411358 
Mr Boon  From approx 2006 
Mr Harper 
 
Historic Management of LNR 
Mark Hayward   Senior Ranger South Downs Joint Committee/ Hove Borough Council (01273) 
625242  
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Surveys can be found on the following websites. Historic surveys done for the site can be found 
in the previous management plan for the site and in other files held by Brighton and Hove City 
Council and Benfield Wildlife and Conservation Group Magazine, obtained from their website. 
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City Wildlife.org.uk 
The place for wildlife in Brighton & Hove 

www.citywildlife.org.uk 
 
 

                
 
 

Benfield Wildlife & Conservation Group 
Benfieldwildlifeandconservationgroup.wordpress.com.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Benfield Valley Golf Course 
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www.benfieldgolf.com 

 
 

 


