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I have found this oral storytelling technique to be inclusive and one which lends itself naturally to the addition of Makaton signs along the way; the SEND and EAL children in our room are some of its biggest fans. For all children it provides scope for introducing new vocabulary, scaffolding their story telling skills, sustained shared thinking, problem-solving and developing attention, listening, speaking and recall.” 
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New Beginnings is a pre-school near the Lewes Road, caring for children aged 2-5 years.

For more information contact:

Alison Groves or Linda on 07722 074841
newbeginningspreschool@hotmail.com
For a useful factsheet on this approach, contact Sophie Harvey on 01273 294926 or

Sophie.Harvey@brighton-hove.gov.uk

Mary Medlicott’s website is storyworks.org.uk which has a link to her blog and also the chance to purchase her book, see right.
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 A new approach to storytelling

New Beginnings were inspired by Mary Medlicott’s oral storytelling approach which involves practitioners telling simple stories from memory such as traditional tales or favourite yarns. The idea is to give the storyteller (and the audience) freedom to embellish the story and become more deeply involved. This can involve for example, setting the scene, reciting a rhyme or chant, using props and, incorporating actions and movement as appropriate.
Linda (Pre-School teacher) says “We began to use the ‘Mr Wiggle and Mr Waggle’story with 3-4 year olds during November last year. It was well-received which I thought may be due to a ‘novelty factor’ but I’m pleased to say that our use of this technique is still going strong several months later.

 
The first time I delivered the simple, initial story of the two friends leaving their houses to visit one another, the children quickly began using their hands to mirror my actions and help to tell the story. They picked up on the oral cues very quickly which showed me they were motivated and listening well.

 
[image: image3.jpg]



After a couple more renditions of the original story, Mr Wiggle and Mr Waggle found themselves on several adventures which reflected our topic themes and ideas suggested by the children; they visited the Zoo, went to the countryside for a picnic, went into space in a homemade rocket and travelled back in time to see what dinosaurs were really like. These were dramatic and exciting as the children contributed their own ideas. They were also keen to know about the possibility of a Mrs Wiggle and a Mrs Waggle, which led to a very interesting discussion about partnerships and diversity within families.   

I have used other oral storytelling techniques with young children including picture cards to choose from, missing words to be ‘filled in’ and wrapped objects in a bag which are chosen and unwrapped to inspire children to further the story. 

However, Mary Medlicott’s technique is simple, does not rely on resources and can be used anywhere. It can be adapted and developed as the confidence of the practitioner grows. I feel that there are similarities between this technique and introducing a Persona Doll into a setting; the activity may be adult-initiated but the more it can be child-led, the more rewarding the possibilities and outcomes for the children.
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Involve parents in creating displays to document their storytelling visits
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Narrowing the Word Gap at 


New Beginnings








Oral storytelling – empowering adults and children to tell stories 
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