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1. Introduction 
 
 

Welcome to the Brighton Centre. 
 
The Brighton Centre takes sustainability seriously and our Sustainable Events Programme 
helps make it easy to run a sustainable event at our venue. The programme has achieved two 
world class standards for Environmental Management and Sustainable Events (ISO 14001 and 
ISO 20121). Read our Sustainability Policy.  
 

Over the last five years, we have been reducing the ecological footprint 
of the building itself through installing LED lighting and motion sensors. 
The building is powered by 100% renewable electricity and we have 
comprehensive recycling facilities, including recently acquiring a baling 
machine for recycling cardboard. 
 
We have produced this guide to help you make your exhibition space 
even more sustainable. If you have any comments or questions, 
please get in touch. If links in the document do not work for you, try the 
ones on the last page. 

 
Thank you for contributing the Sustainable Events Programme. 
 

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/environment/sustainability-city/sustainable-events
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2. Your Visit to Brighton & Hove 
 

 
Brighton & Hove is proud to be a sustainable city that is home to many businesses that provide eco-
friendly products and services. If you are visiting the city, here are some ways to help support 
sustainable businesses and get around sustainably during your stay. 
 
 

 

Take 
action 

 

 

• Book a restaurant that is a member of the Sustainable Restaurant Association or 
accommodation with a Green Tourism Business Scheme hotel or guesthouse. 

• Brighton & Hove has excellent public transport and most of the city is easily walkable. 
The JourneyOn website has live transport info to help you get around. 

• We recognise that setting up an exhibition usually involves a getting items to the site 
in a private vehicle. However, once your stand is set up, try walking, bussing, cycling 
or training your way around the city. The city is easy to get around and the Brighton 
Centre is conveniently located right in the middle of it.  

• Find out what’s going on eco-locally: 
www.facebook.com/SustainabilityinBrightonandHove 

 
 

3. Your Stand 
 

 
Here are some ideas for things you can do to make your stand as sustainable as possible. 
 

 
Take 
action 

 

 

• Use LED energy efficient lighting. 

• Avoid equipment that has be left on all the time (e.g. fridges) and include a switch so 
that your stand can be easily switched off at the end of each day. 

• Specify recycled products, including paper for posters and possibly use recycled 
materials to construct the stand itself. 

• Design the stand to be robust and reusable. 

• If you are thinking about having giveaways at your stand, choose items that won’t be 
quickly thrown away. Giving a few attractive fair trade or recycled items away might 
have more impact than lots of cheap disposable giveaways or items that people 
already have, like pens or canvas bags. 

• Pass on surplus items to local charities or reuse websites such as 
www.ilovefreegle.org  after the event rather than disposing of them. 

• Electrical equipment has an energy rating. Buy the most efficient equipment within 
your budget, this will save energy and reduce running costs. 

 

http://www.thesra.org/
http://www.green-business.co.uk/
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/parking-and-travel/journeyon
http://www.facebook.com/SustainabilityinBrightonandHove
http://www.ilovefreegle.org/
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4. Your Suppliers 
 
Choosing local suppliers helps reduce traffic, supports local jobs and can reduce the carbon 
footprint of the event. By choosing suppliers that share your ethical values and who run their 
businesses in a sustainable way, you help encourage the spread of good practice - especially if 
you tell them that is why you chose them. 
 

 
Take 
action 

 

 

• When choosing products and services for the event, consider where they are 
coming from. Suppliers in and around Brighton & Hove can be found on 
Brighton Green Pages and www.sustainablebusiness.org.uk/network 

• Make purchasing decisions that contribute to sustainability. Examples are 
buying Fair Trade coffee, choosing ethical banking or low energy appliances. 

• Use the Supplier List to find businesses that can supply some of the things 
recommended in this guide. If you supply a sustainable event product or 
service that you’d like to publicise through the Sustainable Events Programme, 
please let us know. 

 
 

5. Your Waste 
 
When planning your stand and activities at the event, think about the waste hierarchy: 
 

REDUCE > REUSE > RECYCLE > RECOVER > DISPOSE 
 

Reducing (avoiding) waste is the most environmentally friendly option; disposing of it to general 
waste means it will either be burnt to produce energy or landfilled (depending on the waste 
contractor). Plastic bottles, metal cans, paper & cardboard can all be recycled. Remember that 
recycling consumes energy and it is better to reduce or reuse waste before recycling it. 
 

 
Take 
action 

 

 

• Make a list of all of the waste streams you will generate at the event think of 
ways to reduce them. Consider ALL waste streams, not just what ends up in 
the bins. 

• Design display materials (signs, stands, banners, lanyards) without dates so 
that they can be reused. 

• Think carefully about what publications you are giving to delegates. Will they 
keep it, or just note your details and throw it away? If so, delegates would 
probably keep a business card - so why not just give out business cards 
instead? 

• Don’t leave leaflets on tables for people to pick up – most of them end up in 
the bin. 

• Bring products in reusable crates rather than cardboard boxes. 

 

http://www.sustainablebusiness.org.uk/network
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/environment/sustainability-city/sustainable-events
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6. Links 
 
 

Shelaine Siepel 
shelaine.siepel@brighton-hove.gov.uk 01273 293331 

 
The Sustainable Restaurant Association 
www.thesra.org 

 
The Green Tourism Business Scheme 
www.green-business.co.uk 
 

JourneyOn 
www.journeyon.co.uk 

 

 
LoveBrighton Eco Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/LoveBrightonEco 

 
Brighton & Hove City Council Sustainability 
Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/SustainabilityinBrightonandHove 
 

Freegle 

www.ilovefreegle.org 
 

Sustainable Business Network 
www.sustainablebusiness.org.uk/network 

 

mailto:shelaine.siepel@brighton-hove.gov.uk
http://www.thesra.org/
http://www.green-business.co.uk/
http://www.journeyon.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/LoveBrightonEco
http://www.facebook.com/SustainabilityinBrightonandHove
http://www.ilovefreegle.org/
http://www.sustainablebusiness.org.uk/network

