Narrowing the Word Gap at
One of the team’s highlights has been the
Dear Zoo story in which they had a
particular focus on retelling and
sequencing. As well as creating bespoke
story props (see below), children were able
to practice ordering through the use of a
puzzle, velcro pictures and a story stacking
tower.
Leanne reported that the response from the
children has been really heartening – one
little boy who was typically quiet, loved
joining in with the Dear Zoo story and
suddenly found his voice! She says ‘He got

very excited when we brought out the book/props and knew what
was going to happen next!’
Baby Ducks Pre-School
is a community
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Portslade. For more
information, contact
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Story planning takes centre stage
At Baby Ducks Pre-School, they
revolutionised their planning!
thorough approach that aims to
learning opportunities of high

have gone all out and
The setting has adopted a very
optimise the impact and
quality books.

This model is underpinned by a detailed monthly plan – see
example overleaf. At the heart are four key interrelated
texts that feed into a range of exciting cross curricular
activities.

Top left: Porridge making and tasting
Shadow boxes with torches (above)
Small world ark play
Re-enacting Goldilocks
story in the outdoor
area
o Ice sensory play to
link with Mog in the
Fog
o Shadow painting (below
left)
o
o
o
o

The team skilfully interweave the
different curriculum areas and
include a balance of adult guided
and child led experiences. For
example as part of a focus on
Goldilocks, opportunities are
planned that will develop
children’s language to describe
and compare size, materials and tastes.
This is achieved through a number of directed tasks such as
making porridge and learning mathematical vocabulary which
are then complemented by numerous opportunities for child led
exploration. For example, the children enjoyed tasting the
porridge and adding different combinations of toppings/fruit
and also exploring the story through props, small world and
role play.

The Foggy Foggy Forest..

