
Lawn Memorial Cemetery

Woodland Valley 
A natural burial ground  
overlooking the downs and sea



Brighton & Hove City 
Council’s Bereavement 
Services has created a 
natural burial area on the 
edge of the city on land 
overlooking the sea and 
downs in Woodingdean. 
Woodland Valley will offer a peaceful environment, 
planted with a range of suitable trees and features.

The area is around two acres, and the development 
will create a meadow and woodland burial ground for 
interment and cremated remains.  

There will be approximately 1800 plots available,  
as well as areas for cremated remains. 



The environment
Natural burial is for people looking for a more 
environmentally-friendly method of burial, rather than a 
neat grave with a traditional stone headstone.

Conservation is at the fore of the development and tree 
species planted include Hawthorn, Viburnum, Holly, Wild 
Cherry and Sycamore, which are entirely in keeping with 
the existing natural surroundings. All the trees and plants 
have been specifically selected to suit the weather, soil and 
location.

The Woodland Valley burial ground will complement and 
enhance the biodiversity and conservation interests within 
the Warren Plantation to create a natural environment. 
The development will help sustain and encourage an 
already vibrant wildlife community, including rabbits, bees, 
butterflies and squirrels, woodpeckers and owls. 

A natural hedgerow has been planted around the burial 
ground to form a perimeter boundary, setting it aside as a 
different area from the existing and adjoining farm land and 
Lawn Memorial Cemetery.

A light woodland area will develop through the years, 
complemented by native downland wildflowers. Over the 
course of 20 years the tree and shrub planting will develop in 
keeping with the existing copse.
 
The cemetery will be arranged into three distinct areas with 
plots linked to statutory plans to identify individual grave 
spaces. Planting began in winter 2012/13 and the trees and 
shrubs will become established over the next few years



The options
As well as a natural burial ground, there will be 
facilities for scattering cremated remains, with a 
specifically designated scattering lawn and a wooded 
copse for ashes.

The burial area has been carefully planned with all 
grave spaces accurately recorded on maps, so that they 
are locatable in woodland. Each grave is prepared to 
a single or double depth. Customers will be given the 
option to purchase the right to buy a plot in advance for 
themselves or family members.

Following burial, sufficient time will be left to allow 
the chalk and soil to settle, and grass and wildflower 
seeds can be strewn. Family and friends will have the 
opportunity to plant wild meadow flowers within 
suitable areas of the cemetery if they wish.

To keep the burial ground as natural as possible, we are 
allowing bio-degradable coffins only. Wooden coffins 
are acceptable without metal or plastic fittings, and 
must be manufactured from timber felled in managed 
forests. The deceased person will be accepted for burial 
in either a strong cardboard coffin, a home made coffin 
(to an approved standard) or a suitable coffin purchased 
from a funeral director. 



Each grave will have an identifier to mark them, 
and the number will be entered into the cemetery 
register. There will also be the option of purchasing 
an additional wooden memorial to mark the plot. 
Customers may also be able to purchase memorial 
benches that can be placed within the cemetery, and 
should contact the cemeteries team for more details.

Stone memorials and garden areas will not 
be allowed as it will distract from the natural 
development of the site.

Woodland Valley burial ground is managed for 
the benefit of wildlife. Therefore, some areas of 
the site will be cut less frequently to promote the 
development and growth of various kinds of wild 
flowers. We will also restrict the use of chemicals to 
control weeds and grass.

As with our existing woodland burial grounds, 
Woodland Valley burial ground is available to 
everyone, irrespective of faith or religion. There is 
no need to follow traditional funeral patterns or 
religious ceremonies. 



The facilities
Woodland Valley is part of the Warren Plantation, but 
will be separate from the Lawn Memorial Cemetery.

A path will help access from existing roadways, into the 
new woodland burial ground area. Every effort is being 
made to ensure the surrounding environment remains 
unaffected. 
Grass pathways in keeping with woodland will be 
naturally incorporated within the burial ground and 
there are no plans for road surface pathways within it.
 
There is no lighting within the grounds, as the area will 
be accessible only within existing cemetery opening 
times. This  helps to ensure that the surrounding 
environment remains unaffected by the development.

There are sufficient facilities for cars to access the area 
and park safely within the Lawn Memorial Cemetery 
grounds, and these are available for people accessing 
the new burial ground. A regular bus service passes 
close by the main entrance gates.

Toilet facilities, including a disabled toilet, are available 
within the cemetery grounds. 

Woodland Valley will be open for visitors from 9am  
to 5.30pm in summer, and 9am to 4pm in winter,  
apart from Sundays and bank holidays, when it  
opens at 11am. 



Warren  
Plantation  
A mature copse  
home to small  
mammals and birds  
including rabbits,  
owls and buzzards  
as well as more  
common birds

The Woodland Glade 
Area for scattering 
of ashes and quiet 
contemplation.

The Chalk Downland
Formal plot arrangement.  
Grassland with Indigenous  
downland wildflower species  
to encourage insects

To Warren Road and main entrance

Entrance

Mixed hedge along boundary  
edge provides food and shelter  
to birds and insects

The Woodland Walk Informal plot 
arrangement and groups of specimen 
trees, contained within native shrub 
planting and with willdflowers .

The Avenue Formal plot layout with specimen 
trees and mixed shrub planting

Access to The 
Woodland Glade





How to find out more
For more information on the options, ordering a plot, 
visiting Woodland Valley or prices,  
go to www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/bereavement  
or contact:

Cemeteries Department
Bereavement Services 
Woodvale Lodge, Lewes Road
Brighton, BN2 3QB

Telephone: 01273 604020
Fax: 01273 292320
Minicom: (01273) 292220
Email: woodvale@brighton-hove.gov.uk.
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