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The Sustainability Action Plan outlines how we will use the One Planet approach 
to meet two of the council’s key priorities - creating a more sustainable city and 
modernising the council. These case studies give an insight into the successful 
work that is going on under each of the One Planet Principles. More information 
on One Planet City initiatives can be found on the council website. 

 

 

Saving Energy 

 St Bartholomew’s - Solar School 

St Bartholomew’s CE Primary School in Brighton is hoping for a 
hot summer after raising £10,000 for solar panels through the 

national ‘Solar Schools’ crowdfunding initiative – the first school in Sussex to do 
so. 

39 solar panels are now generating electricity to power the school’s lights, 
computers and other equipment; the money saved on electricity bills will be 
used to buy more books, sports equipment and other resources for the school. 
Surplus electricity will be sold to the National Grid, including that generated 
during school holidays, raising additional funds.  

The 18 month project has enabled the pupils to learn about green energy and 
sustainability, and they wrote a song about using the sun’s resources which they 
sang at the launch event. A display board in the school will show children and 
parents how much power is being generated 
each day. 

The children did much of the fundraising, 

supported by individuals and local 

businesses. For more information about the 

Solar Schools initiative visit their website 

where you can also follow the progress of 

two other Brighton and Hove schools: 

Varndean and St Luke’s Primary. 
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http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/environment/sustainability-city/one-planet-city
http://www.solarschools.org.uk/
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Saving Energy 

Solar PV panels reduce fuel poverty among city’s council 
tenants 

Tenants of two sheltered housing schemes in Brighton and Hove 
are looking forward to a warmer winter with lower fuel bills. 

Sloane Court in Park Street, Brighton, is amongst the first of several Brighton and 
Hove City Council sheltered schemes for older people where Solar PV panels will 
be fitted under a £300,000 investment programme that also covers 45 council 
houses. The installation was completed in April 2014. 

Panels will be installed on a further 100 council homes at a cost of £500,000, 
which are due to be completed by the end of June2014. 

This programme is helping us to achieve our commitment on reducing fuel 
poverty set out in the Zero Carbon City chapter of the Sustainability Action Plan. 
More than 17,000 households in Brighton and Hove are living in fuel poverty – 
an increase of almost 20% from 2011.  

By reducing the energy needs and cutting the fuel bills for some of our older and 
most vulnerable residents, we will also be reducing the city’s carbon footprint 
and creating jobs. More info 
 
 
 

Culture & Community 

Chilled to the Bone 

Using the Royal Pavilion & Museums’ natural history and 
archaeology collections, this new display explores the ice age. 

More relevant than ever today, the ice ages throughout Earth’s history can help 
to indicate what effect climate change could have on our modern world, and how 
those changes could impact on our future. 

Ice ages are also intrinsically linked to the story of 
man, as we have only existed while ice has been 
present at the poles. The display looks at how ice 
has driven our evolution, why we have survived 
whilst the Neanderthals perished, and what the 
disappearance of ice from the poles could mean 
for our survival. 

66% of visitors canvassed said they had a deeper 
understanding of climate change as a result of 
viewing the exhibition. More info 
 

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/solar-panels-reduce-fuel-poverty-among-council-tenants
http://www.brighton-hove-rpml.org.uk/WhatsOn/Pages/ChilledtotheBoneIceAgeSussex16mar13to18jan14.aspx
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Local & Sustainable Food 

A new Allotment Strategy for Brighton & Hove 

A key commitment in the Sustainable Food section of our 
Sustainability Action Plan is to produce an Allotment Strategy 

and expand allotment provision to support sustainable food growing in the city. 

The new Allotment Strategy released in March 2014 seeks to make allotments in 
the city enjoyable, inclusive, sustainable and affordable for the people of 
Brighton & Hove. 

Its vision is a service that will provide an economic way for local people to 
produce good quantities of high quality food and increase the number of people 
participating in food growing on allotments, from all sections of the community 
and particularly the most vulnerable.  

The strategy has been created in partnership with the 
Allotment Federation and with input from allotment 
holders in the city. This included surveys of allotment 
holders and people on the waiting list which attracted 
more than 1,800 responses. A large majority thought 
that their allotment has a powerful impact on their 
overall health and happiness, relieving stress and 
improving their mental health; while many enjoy 
being part of a community.  

The strategy was adopted unanimously by the 
Environment, Transport and Sustainability Committee 
in March. More info 

 

Sustainable Transport 

Low emission zone proposed to improve air quality 

The council is to introduce a low emission zone in the central 
Brighton & Hove bus corridor to improve air quality from 1 January 2015.  

The proposed zone covers Castle Square, North Street and Western Road as far 
as Palmeira Square and would require buses entering the zone to meet minimum 
emission standards. 

More than 95% of bus movements pass through the North Street/Western Road 
route and Brighton & Hove residents make more bus journeys than anywhere in 
the UK outside of London, so the benefits of cleaner emissions would be 
significant. 

In October the council and the city’s largest bus operator Brighton & Hove Buses 
won government funding of £700k to retrofit vehicles to reduce the amount of 
air pollution they produce. The funding will be used to upgrade the engines of 50 
buses to reduce emissions. 

The council will monitor the emission 
standard of buses in the zone to make 
sure they comply, liaising with them 
to resolve any difficulties. It would 
also monitor other types of vehicle 
using the low emission zone to assess 
their impact. More info 

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/leisure-and-libraries/parks-and-green-spaces/allotment-strategy-2014-2024
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/low-emission-zone-proposed-improve-air-quality

