
  Appendix 3 

Benefits to Brighton & Hove of endorsement as a One Planet City 
 

 The experience of other endorsed partners B&Q, London Borough of 
Sutton and Middlesbrough Council is that the public accountability of 
the endorsement process drives and supports delivery of sustainability 
objectives and their benefits. These benefits include being able to 
deliver real cashable savings through resource and activity efficiencies, 
service innovation and invest to save initiatives. 

 
 It helps make sense of sustainability and creating a more sustainable 

city by breaking it down into ten understandable principles that are 
simpler to understand, with a very clear branding approach. 

 
 It helps explain that creating a more sustainable council and city is 

about more than tackling environmental issues; it includes work around 
the economy, culture and reducing inequality. 

 
 It is a holistic system that embeds sustainability throughout the 

organisation by looking at the big picture, not working in silos. It makes 
sustainability the job of lots of people, not just the Sustainability Team. 

 
 Existing internal systems can be tied in and incorporated, so it doesn’t 

generate a lot of extra work. 
 

 It opens up connections and possibilities within the council and with the 
council’s partners via the ten principles, leading to innovation and more 
partnership working. It is appealing to funders because they know that 
it signifies a long-term commitment. 

 
 It is backed by science rather than being arbitrary government targets - 

so will not need to be changed to suit national indicators, etc. 
 

 It provides a way to communicate in an easily understandable way 
about the ISO14001 Environmental Management System.  

 
 It will enable the council to lead and will inspire people internally to go 

further than they thought possible (BioRegional have seen this in the 
London Borough of Sutton with Zero Carbon). 

 
 It is flexible and adaptable and works across sectors - government, 

business, new developments and communities. This means that these 
different sectors can come together and speak the same language 
using the same framework, without being bound by bureaucracy or 
unable to evolve their own systems that suit them. 

 
 BioRegional’s international links and standing would have strong 

reputational benefits for the council and city e.g. the council jointly 
developed an e-learning programme and film which was launched at 
the Rio+20 Earth Summit this year. 


