
Looked after children: Children in the public care system. 

The term “Looked After” includes children and young people who are either on Care orders or
Accommodated under the Children Act 1989. It is the Local Authority (not just Children, Families
and Schools) who has parental responsibility for all children who are looked after.

“Accommodation” (Section 20 of the Children Act 1989). The Local Authority may provide
accommodation for any child or young person in need as a result of there being no person with
parental responsibility, or because the child or young person is lost or abandoned, or because the
person who has been caring for the child or young person is prevented from providing suitable
accommodation or care. Parents can request that the local authority accommodate their child.  
When a child or young person is accommodated at the parent’s request the parents retain
parental responsibility. The Local Authority provides care and accommodation in agreement or in
partnership with the parents.

Care Orders (Section 31 of the Children Act 1989) only a Court can grant a Care Order.
Under a care order or an Interim Care Order, the Local Authority acquires parental
responsibility but wherever possible this will be a joint responsibility with the parent(s). A Care
Order should only be made when a child has suffered or is likely to suffer significant harm* and
the making of an order would be better for the child than if no order was made. 
A care Order can last until the young person is 18 years of age or until an alternative order is
made (.e a supervision Order or Adoption Order) or the order is discharged.

• The concept of significant harm is found under Section 31(9) of the Children Act and means ill
treatment or the impairment of health and development. 

In all cases where a child is defined as in need or looked after, the welfare of the child is
paramount. The local authority will endeavour to work in partnership with all families and works
towards returning the child to his or her family or where this is not possible, finding a permanent
home for each child within the community.

Children enter public care for a variety of reasons. Many will have been affected by distressing and
damaging experiences, including physical and sexual abuse and neglect. Some will be in public care
because of the illness or death of a parent or because their families are in some way unable to
provide adequate care for them. 

In Brighton and Hove most of the children and young people are in foster care. The authority is
always keen to hear of people who want to become carers for children and because of the
shortage of foster parents, some children are being placed at some distance from their family and
friends in “agency” or out of the authority placements.

The Children, Families and Schools Directorate have prime responsibility for caring for Looked
After children and have statutory responsibilities for safeguarding and promoting their welfare.
Every child in the care of the local authority will have a regular review of their progress where all
those involved in their care will be consulted to ensure that the young person’s education, health
and contact with their family is maintained. The Directorate is keen to promote children’s rights
and it is important for us to listen and respond to children and young people’s views. The
Children’s Rights service which supports children who are looked after and those in need can be
contacted on: 0800 052 4280. 

As looked after young people approach 15 years of age their case is transferred to the Leaving
Care team which is based in Carden Hill, Brighton. 

Disabled children enter the care system by being looked after under the respite care
arrangements. 
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