
 
 

Grass Verges: Frequently Asked Questions 

Why don't you collect the cuttings after you’ve cut the verges? 

Cityparks cannot collect the grass cuttings.  It is too costly to remove and transport grass cuttings 
on a city-wide basis.  We would also need to locate sites within the city to dispose of them.  Given 
time, clippings will decompose and shrivel through natural processes. 

People often park cars on our grass verges and pavements – or 
there are other obstructions. Then the council can’t do the grass 
cutting. Why don’t you let residents know in advance when you’re 
coming so people can move their cars? 

Grass cutting can be halted or delayed for a number of reasons, such as bad weather or the need 
to investigate urgent service requests from residents. So notifying all car owners and residents in 
advance of a precise date and time for their area’s grass cutting, particularly as we cut verges 6-
10 times a year, is not feasible or cost-effective.  

 Find out more about Pavement and Grass Verge parking 

Why doesn’t the council put posts on our grass verges to stop 
people parking on them? 

The council recognises that grass verge and pavement parking is an issue.  Occasionally, mainly 
for safety reasons, but also to protect vulnerable wildlife areas, we install verge posts to 
discourage this. However, this does make it more difficult for the council’s mowing machinery and 
in some cases may result in a grass verge needing to be cut by hand.  This is expensive and time-
consuming.  There are also restrictions on the amount of time our staff can use hand-held 
equipment such as strimmers for health and safety reasons. 

I am happy to cut my own grass verges.  Is this allowed? 

Many city residents already do this. Results from a major consultation as part of our new Open 
Spaces Strategy indicates overwhelming support (87% in agreement) for allowing residents to cut 
their own verges using their own tools. We will be providing more information for residents wishing 
to do this in due course.  

What are Wildlife and Meadow Verges?   

The council maintains some road verges to encourage wild flowers, and to create a natural 
meadow that will encourage wildlife and insect pollinators such as bees and butterflies. These are 
deliberately left to grow during the spring and summer so plants are able to flower and set seed.  

Look out for the special posters on these verges. 

 Our Open Spaces Strategy consultation revealed wide public support for increasing the 
number of wildlife and meadow verges in the city.  If your community is interested in working 
with the council to create a wildlife/meadow verge in your area, contact Cityparks.  
cityparks@brighton-hove.gov.uk, Tel: 01273 292929.  

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/parking-and-travel/parking/pavement-and-grass-verge-parking
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/leisure-and-libraries/parks-and-green-spaces/future-our-parks-and-open-spaces
mailto:cityparks@brighton-hove.gov.uk

