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New GCSEs introduced last academic year  

 Last year new GCSEs in English and maths were introduced with grades awarded from 9 to 1, 

where 9 was the highest grade. This scale is intended to better recognise the achievements of 

high-attaining pupils.  
 Grade 1, 4 and 7 are aligned to G, C, and A in the old system. Grade 4 is called a standard pass, 

and Grade 5 is a strong pass. Grade 5 is positioned in between the old Grade C and B. 
 GCSEs now have more demanding content developed by the government and exam boards. 

They are designed for two-year period of study and students will take all of their exams at the 

end of the course.  

  

Why is this happening? 

 The government says it has revised GCSE qualifications in England so that young people will have 

the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in 21st Century Britain. The aim is also to match 

high-performing education systems elsewhere in the world.  

 The school performance measures have been designed to: encourage schools to offer a broad 

and balanced curriculum; remove the focus on an old C grade pass to look more broadly at all 

grades achieved; and reward schools for progress made by pupils between the time they leave 

primary to the end of the secondary education. 

 

Changes in 2017/18 

 This year new GCSE exams have been introduced for 20 subjects and will be awarded 9-1 grades. 

These began to be studied in 2016. 
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 Most of the remaining subjects will follow in 2019. By 2020 the reforms will be completed. 

During this transition students will receive a mixture of letter and number grades for the 

different subjects they have studied. 

What is the EBacc? 

 The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a school performance measure. The Ebacc has been 

designed to enable a broad knowledge of subjects to be studied to the end of secondary school, 

where appropriate for pupils’ future prospects. It is made up of English, maths, history or 

geography, the sciences and language GCSEs. This year there will be two versions based on 

either standard and strong passes in English and maths. A standard pass is grade 4, and a strong 

pass grade 5.  
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 List of qualifications counting in the English Baccalaureate 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-baccalaureate-eligible-qualifications 

What is Attainment 8? 

 Attainment 8 measures school performance across eight subjects. There is an academic core of 

English, maths, sciences, humanities and languages. Other approved vocational or academic 

qualifications are also included.  

 Every increase in every grade a pupil achieves will attract additional points in the performance 

tables. To calculate a school score scores are applied to grades.  

 

 List of qualifications that can be included in Attainment 8 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-4-qualifications-discount-codes-and-

point-scores 

What is Progress 8? 

 Progress 8 aims to capture the progress pupils make from the end of primary school to the end 

of secondary school. It measures school performance across the same eight subjects used in 

Attainment 8.  

 Progress 8 is expected to be reported by the government in October. It is designed to allow 

schools to be compared to each other and the national standard of progress.  

What information will be released on results day? 

 On August 23 results will be collected from state funded secondary schools. This will be 

combined to calculate provisional results for Brighton & Hove.  
 Last year we provided Attainment 8 score and the percentage of pupils achieving grade 4 or 

above in English and maths separately and combined. 

How does this compare to previous years? 

 Attainment 8 and Progress 8 will not be directly comparable to previous years. The results are 

expected to begin to bear comparison from 2020 when the reforms are due to be completed.  
 In October the government will release provisional results on all local authorities. Brighton & 

Hove results can be compared be to these ‘benchmarks’. At this point the government will also 

release provisional performance tables on schools. This will include Progress 8 enabling ‘fairer’ 

comparisons to be made. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-baccalaureate-eligible-qualifications
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Where do I find our more information?  

Key facts for parents 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/706497/Parent_fa

ctsheet_FINAL_.pdf 

Key facts for employers 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/706496/GCSE_Fac

tsheet_employerFEHE_May_2018_.pdf 

General information 

https://newgcses.campaign.gov.uk/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/get-the-facts-gcse-and-a-level-reform/get-the-facts-

gcse-reform 

Summary of changes to GCSEs over the next few years 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-changes-a-summary/summary-of-changes-to-

gcses-from-2015#taught-from-2015 
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