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Disability Access Fund - Information for parents and carers  
 
The Disability Access Fund (DAF) is a one-off annual payment of £615 to childcare 
providers for eligible three and four year olds receiving their early years free 
entitlement (EYFE) in the City. Children must be in receipt of Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) and eligibility is from the term after the child’s third birthday.  
 
Four year olds who are in primary school reception classes are not eligible for the 
DAF.   
 
The purpose of the DAF is to assist children with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND) to access their EYFE. It will help childcare providers to make 
changes to their provision to accommodate children with SEND.  DAF expenditure is 
designed to ensure the access of the child with SEND to their early years place, for 
example by making adjustments to their setting. This can be for the individual child 
for whom the DAF payment is made or for the benefit of children as a whole 
attending the setting. The DAF may be used to pay for staff training to support a 
child’s specific needs. If a child needs a piece of specialist equipment to attend a 
setting, for example a special chair, the DAF should contribute to this.  
 
The DAF is additional to the support funding available for children with SEND; 
payment of DAF will not affect children’s eligibility for additional support funding. 
Separate guidance on SEND additional support funding is available here. 
 
Eligibility 
 
Those eligible are children in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (DLA). As with 
universal EYFE, eligibility is normally from the term after the child’s third birthday. 
Children do not have to take up all their 30 EYFE hours to be eligible for the DAF.  
 
Early years providers are responsible for identifying eligible children. Parents whose 
child is in receipt of DLA should provide a copy of the award letter to their childcare 
provider  
 
How the payment arrangements will work 

 
DAF will only be paid to one provider. If a child eligible for the DAF is splitting their 
EYFE across more than one provider, providers are encouraged to discuss with the 
parent and each other where the DAF is best used for the child. Brighton & Hove 
City Council will ask the parent to nominate the main setting and this is where the 
DAF will be paid. 
 
If a child moves setting within the year, the new childcare setting will not get a DAF 
payment, and the original setting will not have to pass on DAF payment to the new 
setting. The new setting will have to wait until the start of the following year. The 
original setting will not have to repay the DAF. It is therefore very important that 
parents carefully consider their choice of childcare provider so that the DAF is used 
in the most effective way to support their child. 
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