
4 August 2020 

Engagement Fund: BAME funding                

Frequently asked questions 

1. Who are the Members Advisory Group (MAG)? 
The members of MAG are Councillors Hamilton (Labour), Littman (Green) and Simson 
(Conservative) 

2. Can we apply for a combination of core costs and project costs? 
Yes. Please describe what you want as carefully as you can, differentiating between 
the two. 

3. Can we have a delivery partner? 
Yes, but please remember that the total bid maximum is £2,000 regardless of the 
number of partners. 

4. Are sessional workers paid members of staff? 
Yes. 

5. How do we describe potential fundraised income? 
Please enter this into this into the box titled ‘Other funding or grants that haven't been 
confirmed.’  

6. As an umbrella organisation when you say we can support the small groups, do 
you mean helping them to complete their applications and providing them with 
the information they don't have (eg bank details)?  
Yes, these are some ways of the support organisation may help the group to develop. 

7. As an umbrella organisation, do we need to make a general application 
indicating the small groups we are applying for? 

No, we want groups to apply in their own names. Where they do not have a bank 
account, this can be something that the support organisation may help them to 
arrange or otherwise allow them to use the support organisation’s banking information. 
This would then be provided in the banking section of the form. 

8. Is it normal for the council to give this funding grant to BAME groups in 
November eight months into a financial year and request the fund to be used in 
by the end of March? Many organisations would want to spread the use of the 
fund over 12 months by supporting and benefiting our communities in various 
activities over a longer period, not on just few activities. 
The Engagement Fund usually runs throughout the financial year April to March, and 
has three rounds. Due to the Covid-19 emergency in 2020-21, the Communities Fund 
has solely run Covid-19 emergency grants until now. We have been able to open the 
Engagement Fund for application in the final round, and all funding is related to 
activities for the remainder of this financial year, as usual. You will be able to apply for 
funding for activities in 2021-22 in that financial year. 

 


