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In addition, to Helicopter 
stories, the Amigos team

have worked on enhancing 

story times through the use 

of props. They have created

props for books such as 
Walking through the Jungle and Room on the Broom. 

The staff are finding that these props are really useful for bringing life to the story and 

for giving the children opportunities to explore and retell 

the story afterwards.
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Amigos is a multicultural pre-school in Central
Hove. 
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For more information contact:

Elizabeth Casrrara on 
07835 635 955 

Pre-school: 07548 700 897

hello@amigospreschool.co.uk
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The staff team were intrigued by the idea of using helicopter 

stories to capture the narratives children create through play (pioneered by MakeBelieve Arts). 

Practitioners carefully observe and then record the stories they see children telling whilst engaged in imaginative play. The story is then made into a book and shared with the group. 

At Amigos, Zac and Joe loved enacting the story of ‘Rosie’s birthday party’ in which they would repeatedly create playdough cakes with candles on and sing songs to celebrate the occasion. However, the boys were keen to create a real cake for Rosie, who is a real-life friend. 
Practitioners sensitively captured this story and encouraged the boys to illustrate it. The book was laminated and bound,then shared with the group. The boys were delighted to be able to retell their story in front of their peers.
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The book then became a catalyst for a focus on birthdays in which the children were involved in the entire process of making a cake - from creating a shopping list, to buying ingredients at a local supermarket, to baking a cake. 
The boys continued to create playdough cakes on a daily basis so that they could give one to every child at the session. Elizabeth, the manager says “The helicopter story has created a momentum all of its own – leading to lots of other activities and reinforcing a sense of community. And of course, the boys were totally thrilled to have their story made into a book!’ 
  OUR TOP TIP


Start by capturing the story of a child or children who demonstrates strong narratives in their play. part.











                          NEW IDEA


Involve parents in creating displays to document their storytelling visits
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Narrowing the Word Gap at 


Amigos








Children as authors – helicopter stories
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Explore the themes of children’s stories to create exciting activities 
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