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ADULT SOCIAL CARE  

INFORMATION SHEET NO: 1A
 (April 2014)

Charges for Residential and Nursing Home Care 

for Homeowners
If you or your relatives are thinking about you going into a Care Home you should read this important information.

Local Authorities are required to charge for Residential and Nursing Homes under Part III of the National Assistance Act 1948.  If you are unable to pay the full cost of the service we will ask you to provide a statement of your finances and someone from our Financial Assessment Team will help you if required.

If you own your home, you will usually be required to pay the full cost of the Care Home after the first 12 weeks of any long term stay in residential care. For financial assessment purposes your stay in care will become long term at the point it is decided you will not be returning to live in your former home. Normally this will follow a review by a social worker. 
You will NOT always be required to sell your main home if you do not want to. The Local Authority can arrange to pay some of the Care Home fees on your behalf and reclaim the money from you at a later date. Further information on the loan funding options available to property owners can be found in Information Deferred Payment Scheme. 
If you have savings or capital more than £23,250 you will have to pay the full cost anyway and this will not be affected by the ownership of your property.  If you own a second property, the value will be taken into account from the date of admission to the home and, if the net value is worth more than £23,250, you will pay the full cost of
the care home fees.  You may need to sell a second property to fund your care but you
will NOT be required to sell your main home if you do not want to.

Note that residents are required to pay a minimum charge. You will be able to afford this from your state benefits, pensions and other income. You are entitled to keep at least £24.40 per week personal allowance. This can be more in some cases where special rules apply.

Some people have their Care Home fees fully funded by the Health Authority but this depends upon the level of complex needs.  You should ask your social worker to check this for you and you may be able to appeal to the Primary Care Trust for a review of their decision if you are turned down at first.   

You will NOT be required to sell your property if you think you may be entitled to Continuing Health Care Funding as it may be possible for you to return home at a later date.

More details of the charging rules can be found in Information Sheets No’s 1 & 1B, which you can obtain from your social worker or the Council’s Access Point (01273 295555). 
You may choose to seek independent advice from one of the major voluntary organ- isations which represent the interests of service users, for example:

· Age UK 

     (01273 720603) 

www.ageuk.org.uk 
· Carers Centre for Brighton and Hove (01273 746222) 

www.thecarerscentre.org 

· Disability Advice Centre
(01273 296744)      

www.thefedonline.org.uk/disability-advice-centre


Getting more information

It is not possible to include here all of the detailed and more complicated rules about calculating charges. If you want more information, please write to:

Financial Assessment Team 

Adult Social Care

2nd Floor, Bartholomew House

Bartholomew Square

Brighton BN1 1JP

Or telephone us on:

(01273) 295660

Duty of confidentiality
Everyone working with you has a legal duty to keep your information confidential to the organisation and to only share it with other agencies when it is necessary to provide you with appropriate services or to enable us to carry out our statutory duties.  

There may also be exceptional cases where the law or public interest will override your right to confidentiality.

This information sheet is available in large print, Braille and audiotape on request.


Help for non-English speakers
Someone you know may need our help. If their first language is not English, they may benefit from an interpretation of this information sheet. For more information please ask your social worker or contact Access Point (01273 295555).
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