
Chapter Six – Built Environment  
 
Brighton & Hove has a rich architectural heritage with a high proportion of listed buildings. There are 3,360 listed 
buildings in the city, 14 per cent of which (476) are grade I & II.  This is more than double the national average of six per cent. Many 
of these are buildings are now multi-occupation homes.1 
 
Our city has a large amount of conservation areas (34 in total). Eighteen per cent of our city’s built up areas lie within 
conservation areas. They include: 
 

• residential estates from different periods of history, each with its own distinctive uniform character; 

• downland villages that have evolved gradually & piecemeal through the centuries, whilst maintaining their own particular 
distinctiveness; 

• mixed use areas exhibiting rich architectural variety & a strong sense of place & community. 2 
 

Of our 98 parks & public open spaces six are listed as being of historic interest. 3 These are:  

• Stanmer Park (including the farmland estate & Coldean Wood) Grade II  

• Kemp Town Enclosures (including Dukes Mound) Grade II 

• Queens Park Grade II 

• The Royal Pavilion Estate Grade II 

• Preston Manor grounds, including Preston Park & The Rookery Grade II 

• Woodvale Cemetery Grade II  
 
 

                                            
1 A Strategy for the  Conservation of Brighton and Hove’s Historic Built Environment, 2004 
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/downloads/bhcc/conservation/ConservationStrategy-Nov04.pdf 
2 A Strategy for the  Conservation of Brighton and Hove’s Historic Built Environment, 2004 
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/downloads/bhcc/conservation/ConservationStrategy-Nov04.pdf 
3 Brighton and Hove City Council website  
 



Indicator 40           Number of listed buildings at risk4 
 
In 2009/10 there were 17 listed buildings at risk and in 2010/11 this decreased to 165.  There are approximately 3360 listed 
buildings in the city.  
 
Indicator 41            Conservation Areas at Risk 
 
In 2009/10 there were 15 conservation areas at risk and in 2010/11 this decreased to 66. There are 34 conservation areas within the 
city.  
   
Indicator 42            Complaints regarding appearance of sites/ buildings  
 
In 2009/10 33 cases were investigated relating to untidy land and buildings, and in 2010/11 this increased to 74 cases. This is due to 
the Planning Investigations and Enforcement Team at Brighton & Hove City Council taking a proactive stance on investigations.7  
 
Indicator 43           Gross number and percentage of dwellings built on previously developed land (or Brownfield 

sites)  
 
In 2009/10 100 percent of all dwellings built were on previously developed land - gross figure of 427 dwellings were built8.  
 
 
 

                                            
4 ‘At risk’  is a term introduced by English heritage , i.e. at risk through neglect or decay or vulnerable to becoming so.  Buildings are assessed on the basis of condition and occupancy.  For example 
an empty listed building in poor condition would certainly be considered at risk.  The risk is loss of building or parts of building or future interventions that compromise a buildings architectural or 
historic significance. See link. http://www.helm.org.uk/upload/pdf/Acc_HAR_Report.pdf?1312900676  
5 Data supplied from Planning Conservation Team, BHCC 2011 
6 Data supplied from Planning Conservation Team, BHCC 2011 
7 Data supplied from Planning Investigations and Enforcement Team, BHCC 2011 
8 2009/10 Annual Monitoring Report  



Proportion of approved planning applications for new build (residential) developments committing to high-
standards of environmental design  
 
The Code for Sustainable Homes has been introduced to drive a step-change in sustainable home building practice. It is a 
standard for key elements of design and construction which affect the sustainability of a new home.  One star is the entry level – 
above the level of the Building Regulations; and six stars is the highest level – reflecting exemplar development in sustainability 
terms.  
 
Records from the city planning department, from September 2008 to November 2010, indicate that9: 

• 67% of approved planning applications for new build developments committed to level 3  

• 19% of all approved applications for (residential) new build committed to achieving Code levels 4 or 5.   

• None committed to level 6. 
 
 
Legibility Study – Public Space – Public Life10 
 
In 2007 a Public Life Public Space Study was undertaken to audit the current quality of the public realm and made 
recommendations as to how things can be improved in future.   The following provides a summary of the analysis: 
 
City Scale  
Landscape 

� the South Downs and the sea provide a unique quality to peripheral districts  
� The green open spaces define built form and help navigation but the provision of street trees and consistency 

of parkland is poor 
District 

� Lack of character of the city fabric makes it difficult to know where you are and where you are heading 

                                            
9 Information supplied from the Planning Department at Brighton & Hove City Council, 2011 
10 Brighton & Hove Legibility Study – Public Space – Public Life, 2007.  

 



�  Some neighbourhoods experience problems with sense of place and feel unsafe 
 
Movement  

� Unclear routes and complicated junctions make it difficult to navigate through the city. Most destinations and 
car parks are located in central Brighton  

� The city suffers from congestion involving both commuting and seasonal visitors 
Local Scale  
Movement  

� The pedestrian, cycle and vehicle network of the city is inconsistent due to lack of street hierarchy and missing 
links. Indistinct identity is a general problem  

� Car traffic has been prioritised in Brighton & Hove, creating barriers and placing pedestrians at odds with 
cyclists 

Spaces 
� The study area lacks high quality public spaces, and only a few spaces are popular  
� The green areas do not exploit their potential and are under-used. The urban spaces are few and uninviting  
� The demographic profile of people using public spaces in the study area is not representative of Brighton & 

Hove. Children, families and the elderly are underrepresented  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


