
Chapter Four - Biodiversity and Open Spaces 
 

The South East is home to rich and varied ecosystems which are a critical part of the natural processes upon which we all depend on 
for fertile land, clean air and clean water. The distribution and types of species found in an area is a good indicator of the state of the 
wider environment.  

The city council owns approximately 6000 hectares of countryside around the city. This includes most of the land from Saltdean to 
Ditchling Beacon and stretches to Mill Hill in Shoreham which is outside the administrative boundary.  The city council currently 
manages around 1100 hectares of parks and gardens through to local recreation grounds, down to small open spaces and woodland.   

 
Number and Area of Designated Sites in Brighton & Hove  
 
The table below breaks down the number and area of designated sites that fall within the Brighton & Hove boundary.  
 
Designation Number  Area (Hectares) Percentage of 

administrative boundary 
SSSI ( Site of Special Scientific Interest) 2 139  1.6% 
SNCIs (Site of Nature Conservation 
Importance) 

62 612 7.3% 

LNR (Local Nature  Reserve) 8 629 7.4% 
SAC (Special Area of Conservation) 1 114 1.3% 
RIGS (Regionally Important Geological 
Sites) 

4 75 0.9% 

National Park  1 3746 43.9% 
AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty) 

0 0 0.0% 

  
 
 



Indicator 29 Condition of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)  
 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest are the country's very best wildlife and geological sites and we have two within the city. These are 
rated as being in “favourable condition” which means that the land is being adequately conserved for their special qualities. They 
are located at Castle Hill (Calcareous grassland – lowland, also a Special Area of Conservation and National Nature Reserve) and 
the Marina to Newhaven cliffs (chalk cliffs – also designated a Regionally Important Geological Site).1   
 
Indicator 30 Condition of Local Nature Reserves (LNR) 
 
We have eight existing and proposed Local Nature Reserves 
spanning 7.4 per cent of the land within the city and these are 
highlighted red on the map. These are important areas for 
wildlife, geology, education or public enjoyment and provide 
access to the natural environment close to where people live. 
The last assessments undertaken to determine the condition 
of these areas was over five years ago, and of those that were 
assessed, none were managed to their full potential for 
wildlife.2  
 
The table below gives further detail about the condition of 
LNRs when they were last assessed and the map to the right 
shows their location within Brighton & Hove.  
 

                                            
1
 Nature on a Map, Natural England, 2010 

2
 CityWildlife website 2010 



 
 

Local Nature Reserve Provision 
 

The map to the right indicates the hectares of Local Nature Reserve per 1000 population 
in each English Local Authority.  Brighton & Hove is indicated under the bracket of 
‘more than 1.1 hectares’ per 1000 population - The Accessible Natural Greenspace 

                                            
3
 BHCC Countryside Team:  data is based on records made by a small number of volunteers, using the CityWildlife web site 

Nature Reserve Condition; Condition of Local Nature Reserves in 
Brighton & Hove when last assessed3. 
Local Nature 
Reserve  

Area 
(Ha) 

Compartment Condition 

Beacon Hill  18.5 All Unfavourable Recovering 2005 
Benfield Hill  11.9 All Unfavourable No Change 2005 
Bevendean 
Down 

64.6 1 Unfavourable 2005 

  2 Favourable Recovered 2006 
  3 Unfavourable Recovering 2006 
Ladies Mile 13.6 All No Assessment 
Stanmer Park 212 1 Unfavourable Declining 2005 
  2 Unfavourable No Change 2005 
  3 Favourable Maintained 2005 
  4 Partly Destroyed 2006 
  5 Unfavourable Declining 2006 
Whitehawk Hill 59.1 All No Assessment 
Wild Park 238 All No Assessment 
Withdean 
Woods 

10.3 All No Assessment 

In addition, we have 62 wildlife sites 

across the city which are important in a 

local context and have significant nature 

conservation value. The current condition 

of these areas is unknown but will be 

reassessed during 2011.  

 



Guidance states that there should be at least one hectare of LNR per 1000 population4.  
 
South Downs National Park  

The South Downs National park came into being on 31 March 2010. 40 percent of the city and 100 households within Brighton & 
Hove fall within its boundary.  National Parks are extensive tracts of country that are protected by law for future generations 
because of their natural beauty and for the opportunities they offer for open air recreation.  The parks are living and working 
landscapes, with an increasing focus on supporting the communities and economic activity that underpin their wild beauty. 
There are nine National Parks in England plus the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads, which has equivalent status. These ten areas 
account for eight per cent of England’s land area. 

 The boundary, running from east to 
west, follows the city boundary with 
Adur to the A27 and then generally 
follows the north of the A27 (apart 
from being north of the water works 
at Mile Oak).  It dips south to the 
built up area boundary at a number 
of places, that is at:  Foredown 
Ridge, Coney Hill, Hollingbury Hill 
and Coldean Wood ; South of the 
A23, land between Woodingdean 
and the coast is included in the 
SDNP but Woodingdean, Ovingdean 
and Rottingdean are not in the 
SDNP, though surrounded by it.  
Roedean School and St Dunstan's 
are both in the SDNP. This includes 
approximately 100 households 

                                            
4
 Natural England wesbite 



within the border of Brighton & Hove (excluding Roedean School and St Dunstans).  

 
Access and Provision of Open Space 

 
The provision of open spaces is important to support a sustainable and thriving community and provide spaces for recreation, 
habitats for wildlife and provide valuable amenities for residents and visitors alike.  Growing medical evidence shows that access to 
the natural environment improves health and wellbeing, prevents disease and helps people recover from illness. Experiencing 
nature in the outdoors can help tackle obesity, coronary heart disease and mental health problems. The natural environment offers 
many benefits for health and wellbeing5: 
 

• It reduces stress levels. 

• It encourages people to be more active, which is very good for health. 

• It helps people avoid getting ill. 

• It helps people keep stable once they have got an illness. 

• People live longer if they live near areas of green space. 
 
A healthier population with a greater understanding of the value of the natural world can help to reduce environmentally damaging 
behaviour and to preserve a healthy environment and healthy population for generations to come6. 
 

Open Space Provision  
 
A study was conducted in 2007/08 to deliver on the Council’s statutory requirement to undertake a comprehensive assessment of 
the open space, sport and recreation facilities within the city.  This provides us with a baseline of open space provision. The table 
below presents different typologies, the quantity across the city and per 1,000 population.  
 

                                            
5
 Extract from Natural England website  

6
  Healthy Futures – Sustainable Development Commission, March 2007 



There are 1,279 hectares of open 
space in the city (5.057 hectares of 
per 1000 population) 7. According to 
future population estimates the city 
will need to increase the amount of 
open space by approximately 215 
hectares by 2026 (to meet 
recommended standards).8  
 
The current provision of natural and 
semi-natural9 (NSN) green space is 
relatively good, however the 
majority of this space is located on 
the edges of the city. These areas 
play a key role in wildlife 
conservation and biodiversity within 
the city and also offer important 

recreational opportunities. By maintaining the current level of provision, a significant amount of additional NSN green space 
would be required by 2026, to keep up with the projected increase in population.  There is poor accessibility to NSN green space 
north of the city due to the A27 creating a barrier10. There is a good level of provision of urban and formal parks and gardens; 
however the demands of an increasing population would require a significant increase (40 hectares) in order to retain current 
levels of provision. 11  
 
 

                                            
7
 Includes: Natural and semi natural open space, amenity green space, allotments and community gardens, civic spaces, parks and gardens, outdoor sports facilities,  churchyards and cemeteries, provision for 

children and teenagers, the beach/coastal areas. 
8
 PMP Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study 2008 – Planning Policy Guidance 17 

9
 This type of open space includes woodlands, urban forestry, scrubland, grasslands (eg downlands, commons, meadows), wetlands, nature reserves and wastelands with a primary purpose of wildlife conservation 

and bio-diversity within the settlement boundaries. 
10

 Due to the poor accessibility to this area from the city, the area of NSN greenspace was not incorporated in the figures of the PMP Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study 2008 
11

 PMP Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study 2008 

Typology Current Provision – 2006 
provision  (hectares) 

Current Provision (Hectare/1,000 
population) 
Based on 2006 population 
(251,900) 

Nat/Semi 
Natural 

709 2.8 

Parks & 
Gardens 

232 0.92 

Amenity 
Greenspace  

148.8 0.59 

Outdoor Sport 118.5 0.47 
Allotments  59 0.23 
Children & 
Young People 

11.8 0.047 

(Source: PMP 
Study 2007) 

Total = 1279.1 hectares 5.057 hectares per 1,000 
population 



Access to Public Greenspace  
 
The Environment Agency12 have produced a data set to benchmark the percentage of local authority areas that were designated 
public green space in 200513.   This is in the form of an index value calculated by ranking all local authorities in England based on 
the amount of green space contained within them.  ‘One’ is highest and Brighton & Hove scored 0.93 which falls within the 
‘medium quartile’ in the UK – this sits in between the lower and upper quartiles. 
 
This data set may be useful when considering deprivation and disadvantaged communities. Access to green space is important to 
communities largely for the benefits it brings to people's physical and mental health.  
 
Indicator 30  Green flags awarded to the city’s parks  
 
The Green Flag Award scheme was designed to raise the standard of public parks and green spaces in 
England and Wales by recognising and rewarding the best examples in the country. Six14 of the city’s 36 
parks and recreation grounds of significance in the city had Green Flags in 2011. 15 This is in 
recognition for their environmental standards and the service they provide for their communities.  
 
Since 1998 Brighton & Hove's parks and green spaces have been successfully competing in the prestigious annual Green Flag 
Awards.  
 
Trees16  
 

The City has some 12,000 street situated trees and a world renowned Elm Disease eradication programme that has resulted in 
Brighton and Hove retaining the only significant Elm population in England.  Some 17,000 Elms remain in the City and the 

                                            
12

 Environment Agency data provided in 2011 
13

 As at 2005 per the General Land use Database 
14 Keep Britain Tidy Green Flag Scheme 
15

 There are 36 parks and recreation grounds of significance, and in total there are 98 parks and areas of green open space across the city (not all of which would qualify for a Green Flag) 
16 Information supplied by Arboriculture Team  at Brighton & Hove City Council, 2011 

Easthill Park  

Hove Park 

Preston Park  

Kipling Gardens  

Stoneham Park 

St Anne’s Well Gardens 



Agricultural Land Use by Type 2004-2009 (hectares)
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successful programme has earned BHCC ‘The 
National Collection of Ulmus’ status.  There are 
504 hectares of woodland within Brighton & 
Hove. The council have a strict policy for 
providing a replacement tree for every one 
removed. 
The City’s parks mostly all contain fine trees and 
are constantly reviewed for new additions for 
the future.  Thousands of privately owned trees are protected by Tree Preservation Orders imposed on their owners. 
 
Agricultural Land Use17 

 
The graph to the left provides a 
breakdown of agricultural land use from 
2004 – 2009.  This is used to assess the 
impact of agriculture on the local 
landscape. Between 2004 and 2009, 
there seems to have been little change to 
the use of the farmland.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
17 Information supplied by Environment Agency, 2011 

Trends in tree population: 

 

Generally from 1974 when the County Councils were formed and the then 

Brighton Borough Council lost its highway authority status to East Sussex County 

Council, there was an erosion of street situated tree numbers as budgets were 

reduced – this meant there was a lack of planting continuity as trees were not 

replaced.  From the time of the Unitary Authority coming into being and more 

lately City status Brighton & Hove City Council have adopted the policy of 

replacing every tree removed.  

 



Environmental Stewardship on Farmland 
 
Environmental Stewardship is an agri-environment scheme that provides funding to farmers and 
other land managers in England to deliver effective environmental management on areas of land.   
The council owns 4,137 hectares of farmland and just over half of which is within the Brighton & 
Hove border; the majority of this is leased out and mainly under intensive agricultural use.  The 
council lease around 50 tenancies, of which 10-15 are large farms.  There is also a significant amount 

of privately owned farmland that 
falls within the city, mainly around 
Saltdean and north of Hangleton, 
much of which is covered by Higher-
level Stewardship (amounting to 
approximately 284 hectares).   
 
The map18 to the left indicates the areas of farmland managed 
under Environmental Stewardship within Brighton & Hove and 
the surrounding area.  
  
1. Organic (blue)– 26.48 hectares  
   

2. Organic, plus higher (purple) – 45.91 hectares  
  
3. Entry Level (grey) - 57.5 hectares 
 
4. Entry level, plus higher level (yellow) – 405.07, 382.03, 
244.66, 384.06, 412.98 hectares  
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 Nature on a Map, Natural England 2011 

Levels of Stewardship include: 
- Entry Level: simple and 

effective land management  
- Organic Entry Level: It is 

geared to organic and 
organic/conventional mixed 
farming systems 

- Higher-Level: involves more 
complex types of management 
and agreements are tailored to 
local circumstances 

 



The red hatched area on the map indicates a ‘higher-level scheme target area’. The blue hatched areas represent those areas that 
are covered by Environmental Sensitive Area Schemes (existing agreements now superseded by Environmental Stewardship).  
 
 
Allotment Provision  
 
Like other open space types, allotments can provide a number of wider benefits to the community in addition to their primary 
purpose. These include bringing together people from different cultural backgrounds, improving physical and mental health, 
providing a source of recreation and making a wider contribution to the green and open space network. 
 
There are 36 allotment sites in the city with over 2800 allotment tenants.  The demand for & interest in allotments in the 
city is high & the number of plots per 1,000 households is currently 2219.  The National Society of Allotment & Leisure 
Gardeners suggests a national standard of 20 allotments per 1,000 households. The level of provision per 1000 population is 0.23 
hectares.20 There are 59 hectares of allotments, with an additional 9.01 hectares required by 2026 to maintain the current standard 
of provision, given the projected population increase.  In terms of access to allotments there are some notable areas of under-
provision across the city, the greatest being found in Hove. 21  In addition to allotment provision there are 60 community food 
growing projects in the city offering residents the chance to take part in food growing and improving access to fresh local produce. 
There are also alternatives to allotments called ‘meanwhile leases’, aimed at residents wishing to set up community growing 
spaces22. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                            
19 Based on allotment figures at the beginning of 2011  (Allotments Team, Brighton & Hove City Council) and 2011 household count in B&H.  
20

 Based on 2006  PMP Open Space Study study using 2006 population figures - 251,900 
21 

PMP Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study 2008 

22 This is under development and a partnership between the city council and Brighton & Hove Food Partnership 



Allotment Plots available and residents on waiting lists
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Indicator 31  Number of allotment plots available and residents awaiting a plot   
 

 
The graph to the left shows the total number of 
plots available (rented or vacant) and the number of 
residents on waiting lists23. It seems the number of 
plots available is increasing (when plots become 
vacant the policy is to split them in half) and the 
number of applicants on waiting lists is reducing.  
 
 
There remains to be high demand for allotment 
plots with over 1500 residents on the waiting list. 
Generally, larger sites on the outskirts of the city 
have 2 to 3 year waiting lists and smaller inner city 
sites have waiting times of more than 10 years.    
 
 
 

 
Number of active community allotment plots in the city  
 
There are two community gardens in the city with 39 active community allotment plots within the city, providing 15.24 hectares 
of additional allotment land. One of these is ‘organic only’, situated at the Foredown site.  
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 Based on information in the quarterly allotments reports, Brighton & Hove City Council  



 
Indicator 32  Land, air and water pollution incidents  

 
The map to the right highlights pollution incidents (land, air and water) 
recorded within the city, according to Environment Agency records.    

The orange triangles show incidents that have had a significant (reported 
category 2 incidents) impact on the environment (2002-2010). Whilst 
less severe than a major impact, there may still be significant damage to 
the ecosystem, agriculture and/or commerce, and a reduction in amenity 
value. These pollution incidents have included waste and biodegradable 
materials, atmospheric pollutants, oils and fuels and sewage materials.  

The purple boxes relate to registered ‘Industrial Pollution sites’ in the 
area. All large companies wishing to release pollutants into the air or 
water, or transfer waste off-site, must obtain a permit from the 
Environment Agency. In the permit, limits are set for releases of 
particular substances to reduce the risk of harm to human health and the 
environment.  There are five large companies with permits within 
Brighton & Hove24.  Where the emissions exceed a set threshold for a 
substance, the operator must report this.  

Brighton & Hove City Council deals with relatively simple emissions to 
the atmosphere, whereas the Environment Agency deals with larger more 
technical sites and also emissions to land and water.   There are currently 41 premises which pay an annual fee and are subject to a 
risk based inspection process to ensure that the sites are compliant with their permits. The worse the sites are in terms of 
compliance, the higher annual fee they pay and as a consequence they receive increased inspections.   
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 Whats in your backyard, Environment Agency website  



Contaminated Land25  
 
There are well over 3000 sites (and these do not take into account more recent uses) within the city that could be potentially 
contaminated land, due to the historic legacy of uses which may have caused residual contamination of the land. Potential sites 
are identified through using contemporary trade directories dating back as far as 1875 to more recently and these are used in 
conjunction with historic maps to plot potentially contaminated sites. For example, workshops, chemical manufacturing, gas 
works etc.  
 
Under Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, local authorities have a duty to identify contaminated land and where 
necessary and appropriate to ensure that it is cleaned up or remediated to make the site fit for purpose. The majority of site clean 
up and remediation of such brownfield sites occurs through the planning process. However, should the City Council need to serve 
notice where there is an imminent risk, there is a strict procedure to be followed and this is often referred to as determining a site. 
To date the City Council have not had to determine any sites. 
 
As time progresses and often through the planning regime, sites are gradually being cleaned up to ensure they are suitable for 
use. Where contamination is suspected stringent planning conditions are placed on the site for examination.  The following table 
provides data for the number of planning applications the Environmental Health Team at Brighton & Hove City Council examine 
for contaminated land issues, as well as the number of conditions applied and also the number of enquiries received related to 
specific sites.  

 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 

Planning Applications examined 599 670 518 

Conditions applied requiring contaminated land 
investigation 

48 34 43 

Number of contaminated land enquiries relating to 
specific sites 

67 65 83 

 

                                            
25 Information supplied by Environmental Health Department at Brighton & Hove City Council, 2011 


