
A programme of public art projects have been carried out in schools across the city since 2004.  Artists have been commissioned to collaborate with the schools to 
create permanent pieces of work that are sited in and around the schools’ grounds.  The programme aims to improve a particular space in the school whilst involving as 
many pupils as possible.   The artworks that are produced become part of the school’s individual identity and can often be used as a resource for creative learning for 
the whole school. 

Coldean Primary School, Shelham Drive, Brighton, BN1 9EL.

In February 2006, photographer Carl Jaycock worked with pupils 

from Coldean Primary and older residents of an extra-care housing 

facility, New Larchwood that was being built close to their school.  

The focus of the project was to create an inter-generational 

dialogue between the two groups working around the themes 

of ‘nurturing environments’ and ‘inspiring spaces’.   The work produced a collage of multi 

coloured, multi layered photographs which are displayed in two permanent exhibitions, in 

the school and in the New Larchwood development.  

The Link College at Varndean, Balfour Road, Brighton, BN1 6NP

To celebrate the opening of the new Varndean Link College in 

April 2006, Stig Evans and Janette Cullen worked with the first 

55 SEN students on the themes of ‘place’ and ‘identity’.   They 

created a hanging mobile structure that is positioned in the foyer 

which consists of identity strips produced and personalised by the 

students.  The idea behind the project was that as an individual, 

the student brings something to the school and by positioning 

their identity strip in the school they create a sense of place for themselves.  This process and 

sense of belonging can then be continued if they remove their strip when they leave, to 

create space for the new students. 

St. Bartholomew’s C.E. Primary School, Ann Street, Brighton, BN1 4GP.

In 2006, sculptor Rachel Reynolds worked with year 6 pupils at St. 

Bartholomew’s Primary.  The theme of the project was ‘After the Flood’, 

a continuing theme on the myth that St Bartholomew’s Church was built 

using the same dimensions as Noah’s Ark.  The children explored possible 

effects the flood may have had on the landscape and its species.  They 

worked with concrete to sculpt fossils imprinted with various coloured and 

textured objects.  The children’s fossils formed individualised beads of an 

abacus, a large scale structure situated in the playground. 

Goldstone Primary school, Hangleton Primary School, Hillside Special School, Mile Oak 

Primary School and Peter Gladwin School

’Photography is Everywhere’ was a Brighton Photo Biennial project that 

took place during 2006.  This photography project involved second 

year undergraduate students from the University of Brighton and pupils 

from five primary schools in the city.  The programme aimed to provide 

the students with direct experience of working as artists whilst enriching 

the art curriculum in the primary schools.  The students worked with 

the pupils to create new artworks, encouraging a multi-disciplinary 

approach that fused photographic processes with other art forms.  The 

resulting photographs were presented across the city at a range of public venues during 

November as part of Brighton Photo Biennial 2006.

Whitehawk Primary, Whitehawk Road, Brighton, BN2 5FL. 

Stig Evans and Janette Cullen worked with Whitehawk Primary School in June 

2005 to create a sculptural story-telling throne for their playground.  The project 

was designed to help the school reach its literacy targets and encourage 

children to use story-telling within play.  

St. Marks Primary, Manor Road, Brighton, BN2 5EA. 

In August 2005 Stig Evans and Janette Cullen ran a week of workshops 

with children from St Mark’s primary looking at existing public art in the 

city and how art can be functional.  They designed a ‘human’ sun 

clock where a human shadow becomes the time telling device.  The 

pupils created images that were sandblasted onto the granite slabs 

and set into the school field as a cross-curricular learning resource.
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