
Changes to Bus Services:  Spring 2016 

For details of the main changes to Brighton & Hove Buses’ services - including 
their school routes - please see the information supplied by the company 
(attached). 

Below you will find information on changes to council-funded services operated 
by Brighton & Hove and Compass Bus and changes to other services operated 
by Metrobus and theSussexBus.com. 

 
 
BRIGHTON & HOVE BUSES 
 
‘Breeze up to the Downs’ Services  
 
Brighton & Hove Buses Routes 77, 78 and 79 between 
Brighton and Devil’s Dyke, Stanmer Park and Ditchling Beacon 
From 24 April 2016  
 
‘Breeze up to the Downs’ services 77, 78 and 79 are funded and managed by 
Brighton & Hove City Council, with contributions from The National Trust and 
the South Downs National Park Authority.  During the spring and summer most 
journeys on service 77 are provided commercially (ie without any funding).   
 
Monday to Friday Services 
Unfortunately Monday to Friday journeys on route 78 to Stanmer Park and route 
77 to Devil’s Dyke will be withdrawn from Friday 22 April. 
 
The Monday to Friday buses were introduced in spring 2015 as a one year pilot 
project. The services were funded from the government’s Local Sustainable 
Transport Fund, which ends in April this year. 
 
Although the services have proved popular, the council has been unable to 
secure funding for a second year and, as a result, the Monday to Friday buses 
will be withdrawn.  
 
Weekend services will continue to run throughout the year on all three 
Breeze routes. 
 
The council is currently exploring all possible options to secure funding to 
reinstate the services, or to provide them in a different form. 
 
A Monday to Friday bus service to Devil’s Dyke will run during the summer 
season, from mid-June to early September, as this will be run by Brighton & 
Hove Buses on a commercial basis. 
 
 



Route 77 to Devil’s Dyke 
The increasing popularity of route 77 over the years means that Brighton & 
Hove Buses are now able to run most of the service commercially during the 
spring and summer months.  
 
At weekends and bank holidays service 77 will run every 45 minutes until 2 
October, after which the winter timetable resumes.   
 
A high-summer Monday to Friday service will run from 13 June to 9 September, 
approximately every 75 minutes. 
 
Later evening journeys will run seven days a week from 12 June until 10 
September, with the last bus back from Devil’s Dyke at 8.35pm.   
 
Brighton & Hove Buses do not have any open top buses available for service 77 
this summer, but all buses will continue to be double-deckers - offering 
grandstand views of the spectacular downland scenery! 
 
Route 78 to Stanmer Park 
On Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays service 78 will continue to run hourly, 
with the last bus running at 17.33 from Stanmer Park (as in previous summers).   
 
Route 79 to Ditchling Beacon 
Service 79 to Ditchling Beacon will continue to offer an hourly service on 
Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays, with the last bus running at 17.45 from 
Ditchling Beacon (as in previous summers).   
 
Breeze Fares & Tickets 
The £4.50 Breeze Return will still be available for a return trip on any of the 
three routes (walkers can use it to travel to one and return from another).  
Changes to Brighton & Hove Buses’ tickets mean that the citySAVER will no 
longer be valid to Devil’s Dyke or Ditchling Beacon (the networkSAVER will 
continue to be valid on Breeze and all other Brighton & Hove Buses services). 
 
New special £2 return fares will be available between Tongdean Lane on Dyke 
Road Avenue and Devil’s Dyke and ‘Wild Park’ on Ditchling Road and Ditchling 
Beacon 
 
A special return fare will continue to be available from any stop on Ditchling 
Road to Ditchling Beacon for £3.  
 
Full details of the new Breeze service timetables are available at www.brighton-
hove.gov.uk/breezebuses or please phone 01273 292480 or email 
local.transport@brighton-hove.gov.uk  to request new editions of the printed 
leaflets. 
  

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/breezebuses
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/breezebuses
mailto:local.transport@brighton-hove.gov.uk


NB:  For details of changes to all other Brighton & Hove Bus Company services  
- including timing changes to commercial school services 70, 73 and 94A - 
please see separate information supplied by the company (attached). 
 
 
 
 
COMPASS TRAVEL 
 
Compass Service 17 (Sundays & Bank Holidays) 
Brighton – Pyecombe – Henfield – Cowfold – Horsham 
Compass are increasing the Sunday and bank holiday service to run every hour 
from 24 April (currently every 2 hours).  This will give an earlier first bus – at 
09.30 from Brighton. 

 
 
Compass Service 37 
Meadowview – Coombe Road – Lewes Road – London Road Shops –
Brighton Station – City Centre – Kemp Town Shops – Bristol Estate 
From 24 April Compass will run service 37 on an entirely commercial basis, 
including the existing evening and Sunday timetable.  Following requests from 
the local community, Compass will also trial an additional hourly service 
(Monday to Saturday daytime) between Meadowview and Lewes Road 
Sainsbury’s.  The extra journey will mean three buses per hour linking 
Meadowview, Coombe Road and Lewes Road Bus Garage (Monday to Saturday 
daytime).  
 
 
Compass Service 769 
Brighton Station – Haywards Heath – Bluebell Railway and Sheffield 
Park Garden 
This service is running every Sunday and public holiday until 30 October. 
 
For full timetables please see the new edition of Bus Times or go to 
www.compass-travel.co.uk  or phone 01273 292480 for a printed copy. 
 
 
 
 
METROBUS 
 
Metrobus Service 40X 
Royal Sussex County Hospital – Old Steine – Patcham – Hassocks – 
Burgess Hill – Wivelsfield - Princess Royal Hospital 
From 23 April Metrobus service 40X will be withdrawn and replaced by changes 
to route 271 and new route 272 – please see below.  Special hospital staff and 
patient travel arrangements will continue to apply on routes 270, 271 & 272. 
 

http://www.compass-travel.co.uk/


Metrobus Service 270 
Brighton – Patcham – Pyecombe – Hassocks – Burgess Hill – Horsted 
Keynes  - HK Bluebell Railway Stn (Saturdays only) - East Grinstead 
From 23 April there will be timetable changes to improve reliability. 
 
 
 
Metrobus Service 271 
Brighton – Patcham - Pyecombe – Hassocks - Burgess Hill – Cuckfield - 
Staplefield – Handcross – Crawley 
From 23 April service 271 will be re-routed to serve Royal Sussex County 
Hospital in Brighton and will no longer serve Churchill Square.  Buses will follow 
the current 40X route between Old Steine and Royal Sussex County Hospital:  
from Old Steine to RSCH via Marine Parade, returning via Eastern Road. 
 
Service 271 will also be re-routed to serve Haywards Heath and Princess Royal 
Hospital.  Route 271 will no longer serve Isaac's Lane and won’t serve London 
Road (Burgess Hill) north of Queen Elizabeth Avenue. 
 
Along with new route 272, service 271 replaces Metrobus hospital route 40X. 
Special hospital staff and patient arrangements will continue to apply on routes 
270, 271 & 272.  
 
New earlier journeys from Crawley and later evening journeys from Brighton are 
introduced on Mondays to Fridays. 
 
The Sunday and Public Holiday service will be increased (the timetable will 
change and there will be an additional journey) but buses will no longer serve 
Ditchling Village. 
 
 
Metrobus Service 272 
Brighton Royal Sussex County Hospital – Patcham – Pyecombe – 
Hassocks - Burgess Hill – Princess Royal Hospital – Haywards Heath – 
Lindfield – Ardingly – Wakehurst Place – Copthorne - Crawley 
From 23 April, new service 272 will run every 2 hours, Monday to Friday, 
replacing Metrobus routes 40X & 82.  Together with service 271, Metrobus will 
continue to provide an hourly service between Royal Sussex County and 
Princess Royal Hospital in Haywards Heath. 
 
Service 272 operates between Crawley, Copthorne, Crawley Down, Turners Hill, 
Wakehurst Place, Ardingly, Lindfield, Haywards Heath, Princess Royal Hospital, 
Burgess Hill, Patcham, Old Steine, Marine Parade (returning via Eastern Road) 
and Royal Sussex County Hospital. 
 
Special hospital staff and patient arrangements will continue to apply on routes 
270, 271 & 272.  
 



On Saturdays service 272 will run between Haywards Heath and Crawley only. 
 
Service 272 will offer a new direct service between Brighton and Wakehurst 
Place on Mondays to Fridays (on Saturdays travel by services 270 or 271 and 
change to route 272 at Haywards Heath), and a new Monday to Friday evening 
service from Brighton and Haywards Heath to Lindfield, Ardingly, Turners Hill, 
Crawley Down, Copthorne and Crawley.   
 
 
Metrobus Service 273 
Brighton – Patcham – Pyecombe – Hassocks - Hurstpierpoint – Bolney 
- Handcross – Crawley 
There are major timetable changes from 23 April and the first journey will start 
from Old Steine on Mondays to Fridays, instead of Churchill Square.   
 
For full timetables please see the new edition of Bus Times or go to 
www.metrobus.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
theSUSSEXBUS.COM 
 
theSussexBus.com Service 33 
Brighton – Patcham – Pyecombe – Hurstpierpoint – Hassocks - 
Burgess Hill – Haywards Heath 
From 4 April service 33 will no longer run between Brighton and Hurstpierpoint 
(Willow Way) on Mondays to Fridays.   There are minor timetable changes to 
Saturday journeys and Ditchling Village will no longer be served. 
 
 
theSussexBus.com 
theSussexBus.com Service 40X 
Royal Sussex County Hospital – Old Steine – Patcham – Hassocks – 
Burgess Hill – Princess Royal Hospital 
theSussexBus.com service 40X will no longer operate on Saturdays.  Metrobus 
service 271 will provide a two-hourly service between the Royal Sussex County 
Hospital and Princess Royal Hospital on Saturdays from 23 April.  The Monday 
to Friday 7.10pm journey from the Royal Sussex County Hospital will continue to 
the Princess Royal (instead of finishing at Burgess Hill).    
 
For timetables please go to www.thesussexbus.com, phone 01444 246693 or 
see the new edition of Bus Times.  
 
  
 

http://www.metrobus.co.uk/
http://www.thesussexbus.com/

