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CONSERVATION 
 
Grazing 
 
The main conservation work that Rangers are 
involved with is the maintenance and 
reclamation of chalk grassland habitat within 
the city. Much of this conservation work is 
done as sheep grazing. 
 
Last year grazing as part of this project started 
for the first time on 
 

 19 Acres 
 Tenantry Down 
 Home Farm Road section of Wild Park 

 
Permanent fencing was established at 
 

 19 Acres 
 Parts of Wild Park 
 Tenantry Down 
 Wild Bank (Bevendean) 
 Parts of Waterhall  

 
Clearance work for fence lines was carried out by the CityParks Volunteers, 
Brighton Conservation Volunteers, and Community Payback. 
 
Over the past year eleven sites covering nearly 100 Ha where grazed these include 
  

 Wild Park 
 Stanmer Park 
 Bevendean 



 Waterhall 
 Green Ridge 
 Tenantry Down 
 Whitehawk Hill 
 Benfield Hill 
 Beacon Hill 
 Sheepcote Valley 
 19 Acres 

 
Over 100 lookeres or urban shepherds volunteered to help check the fences and the 
welfare of the sheep used to graze the sites. 
 
 
Woodland 
 
Woodland conservation increased over the last year with two sites setting up 
conservation groups to help with the management of this habitat. Hazel coppicing 
has continued in Stanmer Great Wood with Rangers organising the Sussex Wildlife 
Trust and the Cityparks Volunteers to carry out the work. 
 

The most significant woodland 
management work has been carried out 
by contractors in Coney Wood as part of 
the project funded by Keep the Ridge 
Green who where awarded nearly 
£30,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
This has included installation of steps and 
handrail, glade creation, tree planting, and 
wildflower planting. 
 
A new group has been set up to work at 
Craven Wood. Already this group has 
managed to replace steps, create a 
woodland workout gym, and have 
organised a number of community 
activities in the wood including a walk and 
dawn chorus event. 
 
The Coldean Woods Community 

Woodland Project was launched with local residents and Rangers in January 2013.  
Woodland workdays are held each month to which local residents come and get 
involved in practical woodland management projects.  
 
A new scheme has started to produce kindling and firewood for sale at Stanmer 
Nursery. These products are being produced mainly by the Surrey & Sussex 
Probation Service Community Payback team; and is supported by CityParks Ranger 
Team, CityParks Arboriculture Team, and the Coldean Woods Sustainable Fuel 
Project. The funds raised from this project will go towards the purchase of tools for 
the Coldean Project and Community Payback, and tree planting projects. 



 
As part of a project to increase 
orchids in Stanmer Great Wood ash 
trees have been thinned to promote 
the growth of beech trees. Beech 
trees are an integral part of orchid 
cultivation and unlike other aspects 
of the orchid project the woodland 
species are not able to be grown 
artificially. 
 
Stanmer Great Wood and Coldean 
Wood were surveyed for fungi in 
conjunction with Melissa 
Waddingham (Truffle & Mushroom 
Hunter). 
 
 
Ponds 
 
Work on the dew pond at Sheepcote Valley was carried out in conjunction with the 
Sussex Wildlife Trust. This pond was completely re-dug, lined and filled. Wildflowers 
were planted around the pond edge and new interpretation erected. A separate 
pond was also installed here purely for the use by dogs. 

 
After a leak around the island in 
Queens Park pond and repairs being 
made, the nutrient levels in the 
remaining water were really high 
causing the blanket and duck weed to 
grow faster turning the entire pond 
green. The Queens Park Volunteer 
group dredged and skimmed every 
Tuesday afternoon until the balance 
was restored and the water clear 
again.  
 

 
Heritage 
 
In conjunction with the South Downs National Park Authority work has begun on 
restoring the ancient flint wall which borders parts of the Stanmer Park estate. Over 
twenty-five volunteers and two Rangers have been trained in flint-wall restoration 
using traditional methods. 
 
The Wilson’s Avenue hedge-laying project was completed this year. Since this 
project started in 2010 almost 700 meters of hedge has been laid and numerous 
groups have helped with this project including, the Friends of Sheepcote Valley, 
Portslade Green Gym, Brighton Conservation Volunteers, and CityParks Volunteers. 



In 2011 the South of England 
Hedge-Laying Society also used 
the hedge for their annual 
competition. 
 
Working with The Conservation 
Volunteers the hedge was also 
been laid at Moulsecomb Primary 
School. This project was carried 
out as part of a course being run 
by TCV. 
 
 
 

Rights-of-Way 
 
The Definitive Map 
 
Work has been carried out on updating, and making available electronically copy of  
the PRoW definitive map. This project has been organised with the assistance of the 
council’s Legal Team and the Street Gazetteer Team. 
 
The aim of this project has 
been to make available online 
an accurate copy of the 
definitive map and a copy of 
the definitive map statement. 
A PRoW layer is being 
created which will allow for 
the easier reporting of issues 
and allow for efficient 
investigations into any issues.. 
Having a copy of the definitive 
statement online will also 
make this information much 
more accessible as this information has only been available in civic buildings. 
 
 
Rights-of-Way Maintenance 
 
Over the last year much of this type of work has been responsive. Issues are raised 
by residents, other council departments, or land owners/tenants and the Ranger 
Team has responded to the issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bylaw Enforcement 
 
Work With Other Agencies 
 
The Ranger Team has limited powers to deal with the infringement of bylaws and so 
relies on the support of other agencies and council departments to help deal with 
issues that arise in our green spaces. These same agencies are also supported by the 
Ranger Team and a number of issues are dealt with jointly. 
 
Rangers were also involved in the clearance of the Benfield Way camp. Working 
with the Police, Rough Sleepers and the Hove Park Grounds Maintenance Team over 
two days nearly 20 van loads of camp debris, rubbish and personal items were 
removed from this site. 
 
Work with the Police also took place on their day of action on vehicle crime in 
Bevendean and Moulsecomb. The Police reported that this day of action was a 
success but due to the weather conditions there was no off-road vehicle crime dealt 
with. 
 
Patrolling Parks and Issues 
 

Each month at least 450 Ranger 
visits are made to our green spaces 
of which there are nearly 100. 
Some of these visits are part of an 
operational task such as a workday, 
some are to investigate an issue, 
and some are as part of a patrol of 
green spaces. 
 
The most frequent issues that the 
Ranger Team deals with are anti-
social behaviour, dogs, fly-tipping, 
and off-road motorcycles. In the last 

year the Ranger Team has dealt with at least 20 issues each month relating to these 
problems with one month producing 49 issues being dealt with. 
 
 

Community Engagement 
 
Sussex Festival of Nature 
 
The Sussex Festival of Nature, previously Springwatch Festival, is the largest outdoor 
event organised by CityParks. Up to 15,000 people have attended this event and it 
has been a huge success in promoting work in parks, green spaces and conservation 
activities.  
 



Due to the Queens Jubilee and 
the Olympics last year this event 
took place at the end of June 
instead of the first Sunday of June, 
as is usual. Over 3,000 people 
attended, which is less than 
previous years, the weather was 
not as nice as we would hope for 
this event. Last years event 
focused very much on the 
Biosphere Project and we were 
able to create awareness and 
interest in the proposal to make a bid for this designation. 
 
Other Large Events 
 
The Ranger Team has helped support a number of other large events in the city over 
the last year these have included: 
 

 Moulsecomb School Heritage and Environment Festival 
 The Whitehawk Festival 
 Moulsecomb Family Funday 
 Preston Park Prestfest 
 St Anne’s Festival 
 Brunswick & Adelaide Rural Day 
 Hangleton Funday 
 Withdean Park Lilac Lark 
 Rottingdean Fair 
 Preston Park Egg Hunt 
 Stanmer Apple Day 
 Patchfest 
 Preston Park Jubille Picnic 
 Queens Park Picnic-in-the-Park 

 
A number of smaller events have also been supported over the year and a number of 
events have also been organised by the Ranger Team. 
 
 
 
Guided Walks 
 
Guided walks have been very successful this last year some of the highlights include: 
 

 Preston Park bat walk, with Collin Higgins from ispot – 50 attendees 
 St Ann’s bat walk, with Ryan Greaves of Sussex Wildlife Trust – 25 attendees 
 Coldean & Stanmer Woods Fungal Foray, with Melissa Waddingham (Truffle 

& Mushroom Hunter) – 30 attendees 
 



 
Biosphere Project 
 

Over the summer of 2012 the Brighton & Hove Rangers ran / attended 65 events and 
engaged with over 8000 community members to raise awareness of this flag ship project. 

Between January and April 2013 the Rangers have been holding consultation events across 
the City to get people’s feedback on the bid and to help shape the draft Management 
Strategy.  Bid submission is in September 2013, with a decision from the United Nations in 
July 2014. 

 

Sheep Exhibition 
 
Sheep exhibitions in parks and schools have been greatly reduced this year because 
of the Schmallenberg virus. Clearance for this type of sheep movement by Defra 
would not allow for this until June, and extra precautions had to be put into place so 
that this work could continue.  
 
Community Meetings 
 
Rangers attend a number of meetings each month and most of these meetings will be 
with the following types of groups: 
 

 Friends of Groups 
 Community Action Groups 
 Local Action Teams 

 
Up to 50 meetings were attended last year. The role of the Ranger at these meeting 
is to inform, organise, and support. 
 
 

2012-2013 Highlights & Work Of Interest 
 
 
Biosphere Bid & Project 
 

Our proposal is for Brighton & Hove and Lewes Downs to become a world-class 
environment, through recognition by the United Nations as an international Biosphere area.  

UNESCO Biosphere Reserves are 
international sites of excellence that 
bring together nature conservation and 
sustainable development in practice, as 
working examples of how to bring 
people and nature closer together.  

Our bid includes the area stretching 
from the River Adur at Shoreham to 
the River Ouse at Newhaven, with 



Brighton & Hove lying at the heart, an area almost the size of the Isle of Wight. The 
Biosphere Partnership includes 19 organisations and supported many other groups.  

The plan to look after and improve the diverse urban, countryside and marine environments 
within this area would not only improve our quality of life, but also strengthen our local 
economy and help attract new funding. 

The Ranger Team has given a high-priority to this project and all Rangers have been involved 
in events to promote the bid and the consultation process for this bid.  

 

Expanding The Grazing Project 
 
We are currently grazing a variety of sites around Brighton & Hove amounting to around 
100ha, of which around 80% is grazeable (the rest being mainly scrub). 
 
19 Acres this is a joint project with the South Downs National Park. This has been fenced 
and grazed for the first time this year. This is the first project of this type that has been 
carried out in partnership with the SDNP.  
 
Benfield Hill grazing has been expanded to 
include the east section. This is an expansion 
from two compartments to whole area. Not 
much more grass is being grazed but the area 
included in the fence line has been expanded 
to make it more manageable. 
 
Benvedean Wild Bank, the west compartment 
fence line has been cleared and fencing 
installed, grazing will take place before the end 
of the year. The dedication of this site name 
has been sent to the OS office. 
 
Tenantry Down has been fenced and grazed for the first time. This follows the successful 
Whitehawk Hill consultation. 
 
In Wild Park a new area above Lewes Rd has been fenced and grazed.  
 
In 2012 the council launched a public consultation on the future management of Whitehawk 
Hill Local Nature Reserve. 
 
Our proposals included: 
 
Scrub management, livestock fencing and sheep grazing to restore and expand ancient chalk 
grassland (a European Priority Habitat) 
The creation of a Community Orchard on land at the Race Hill 
Better safeguarding and promotion of the 6000 year old Ancient Neolithic camp on top of 
the hill 
The creation of a new allotment site off Whitehawk Hill Road 
 
Consultation documents and questionnaires were delivered to local residents, liaison officers 
and community hubs, such as the Crew Club, the Whitehawk Inn, the Valley Social Centre 



and Whitehawk LibraryThe consultation was also published online and was available on the 
council website. 
 
 

Working With Partners 
 
South Downs National Park Authority 
 
BHCC Ranger Team is fortunate to be geographically close to the SDNP Brighton offices 
and we have shared some facilities with them since they were the SDJC. Over the last year 
we have facilitated a number of workdays for the SDNP volunteers and worked on sites 
with them. We have also jointly funded training for volunteers and Rangers to begin work 

on restoring the flint wall around Stanmer 
Park. One member of the ranger team also 
participated in hedge-laying training with 
SDNP. 
 
As previously mentioned we have also 
been involved at 19 Acres on a joint 
grazing project and the SDNP is one of the 
partners we worked with to produce last 
years Sussex Festival of Nature. 
 
The SDNP have also helped us by 

providing use of their off-road vehicles during snow periods and also for taking visitors 
around Stanmer Park as part of the development of the Stanmer Park Master Plan. 
 
The SDNP have also worked with the Ranger Team on a number of joint events, particularly 
in support of the Biosphere Bid. 
 
 
 
The Conservation Volunteers 
 
Formally know as BCTV The Conservation Volunteers is another organisation we 
are fortunate to be located closely to. Since TCV moved in this year to offices at 
Stanmer Park a very productive relationship has developed. The Ranger Team has 
been able to provide TCV with a number of training opportunities for courses they 
are running which has meant they have helped on a number of the projects we have 
been involved with. These have included – 
 

 Woodland Management of Stanmer Great Wood 
 Hedge-laying at Moulscombe Primary School 
 Fence erection at Tenantry Down 

 
We have also arranged for TCV to provide leadership training for volunteers with 
Friends of Groups.  
 
 
Surrey & Sussex Probation Service – Community Payback 



 
New projects have been set up with Community Payback this last 
year. In particular we have arranged for Community Payback to 
have use of part of the sports pavilion in Stanmer Park and 
arranged for them to have a shipping container near there for their 
use. In return Community Payback have bought into the 
Sustainable Fuel Project. Offenders from this group also help out 
most weeks at Stanmer Nursery. Community Payback have 
worked on a number of jobs in green spaces including litter 
picking, fence painting, and many general maintenance tasks. 
 
The regular workdays we hold with Community Payback have seen a number of 
projects dealt with especially the clearance of the fence line at Wild Bank, the 
weeding of the lilac beds in Withdean Park, and clearing beds in East Brighton Park. 
 
 
Other Organisations and Council Departments 
 
We are pleased that the Sussex Wildlife Trust (SWT) has come back as a partner in 
the Sussex Festival of Nature. SWT has also committed to providing training for four 
members of the Ranger Team to Forest School level 3 standards. SWT continue to 
work from a desk provided by us at Stanmer Nursery and a number of joint projects 
have been carried out. One project which has been particularly successful is the 
pond work done at Sheepcote Valley.  
 
Working with other departments in the council is a day-to-day task but what has 
been significant is the support the Ranger Team was able to give to the Beech 
Cottage Home Care service during the spell of snow we had in the last year. Over 
60 hours of Ranger time was given to ensuring that Home Care staff were able to 
get to work during this period, with much of the time being outside the normal 
working hours of the Rangers involved. 


