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March 2014  

The Early Years Network News  
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
Welcome to the Spring edition of the Early Years Network news. It was great to see so 
many of you at the network meetings. See the back page of this newsletter for the next 
dates, times and venues. Please note that there are some time and venue changes for the 
meetings in June – we hope these are still convenient for you. As always, please feel free 
to attend any of the meetings, and let us know of any suggestions you have for future 
visitors and agenda items.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the Summer meetings, 
 

                                             
Helen 
Early Years Consultant Team Leader 
 
Ofsted update 
Many of you will be aware of local and national debates regarding Ofsted inspections, in 
particular regarding inconsistency in the judgements, key messages and sometimes in the 
conduct of the inspections. You may be interested in following the Big Ofsted 
Conversation, which is an active online community across England and which has 
established regional meetings with Ofsted representatives.   
 
http://www.thebigofstedconversation.co.uk/ 
 
Letter to inspectors from Sir Michael Wilshaw 

Chief Inspector Michael Wilshaw has written to all early years inspectors giving 
instructions on the focus of future inspections. He criticises current inspection reports, 
saying, 'Too many reports focus on describing the provision in early years settings rather 
than on how well children are learning and making progress. In other words, inspectors 
should focus on evaluating whether children are being adequately prepared for the start of 
their statutory schooling.'  
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He makes suggestions for the type of things that children can be taught from two: 

• learn new vocabulary and begin to use it in a meaningful way  

• recognise and sing nursery rhymes and familiar songs  

• enjoy listening to stories and looking at picture books  

• build small towers while counting play bricks  

• make shapes from modelling dough and begin to make marks on paper  

• climb stairs and begin to play with a ball  

• start to get dressed and undressed.  

He expects inspectors to observe how well children learn and how effectively adults teach 
children to develop skills, knowledge and understanding. He says 

‘During an inspection, it may not be possible to see all the things I suggest below, nor is 
this list exhaustive. However, in essence, the inspector should observe how well adults:  

 

• help children to learn  

• teach children to listen to instructions and be attentive  

• teach children to socialise  

• motivate children to try things for themselves  

• support children to manage their personal needs  

• challenge children to think and find out more  

• encourage children to speculate and test ideas through trial and error  

• provide good models of language  

• develop children’s ability to express their ideas and use their imagination  

• extend children’s vocabulary and teach them to use new words  

• teach children the early stages of mathematics and reading.  
 
Inspectors must expect adults to provide more than just supervision and care for children. 
They must also evaluate and report on whether:  

• staff sufficiently focus on children’s learning  

• staff spend enough time engaging in purposeful dialogue with children  
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• children have sufficient time to practise and reinforce what is being taught  

• staff assess children’s skills, knowledge and abilities accurately and use this 
information to plan how to improve children’s progress  

• staff have sufficient expertise to teach children basic skills in the three prime areas 
of learning as well as in literacy and mathematics  

• the setting has a well-organised, regular and effective professional development 
programme that is improving the quality of teaching.  

 
The letter continues 
 
‘I want to know how well settings help children to catch up when they enter with skills that 
are lower than those typical for their age. I expect reports to be clear about the extent to 
which a provider prepares children for school. They should also support and challenge 
providers to improve their settings.’ 
 
The full letter is available on the Ofsted website:  

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

Don’t forget that the letter, and many other hot topics, are discussed on the Early 
Years Foundation Stage Forum! 
 
Inspections triggered by compliance concerns 
Ofsted have notified  the sector that they will not fully re-inspect settings in the case of 
compliance issues only. Details of this are also on the link above. 
 
Preparing for inspections 
The Early Years Team can support your preparation for Ofsted. Please contact your link 
Consultant or Development Officer if you would like to request this. The essential guidance 
documents for Ofsted, as well as a number of additional helpful documents, are available 
from the following links: 
 
Conducting Early Years inspections 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/conducting-early-years-inspections 
 
Evaluation schedule for inspections 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/evaluation-schedule-for-inspections-of-
registered-early-years-provision 
 
Good practice case studies 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/goodpractice 
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Recent inspection outcomes 
Several recent inspections have had a very heavy focus on safeguarding practices and 
procedures. Please ensure that you and your staff are completely up to date with your 
safeguarding training, and that everyone on the team is happy with procedures in your 
setting. 
 
If you receive a Requires Improvement or Inadequate judgement, the Early Years Team 
have a statutory duty to support you. We will jointly collate an action plan with you, directly 
addressing to the points raised in your report. We will visit regularly to help you to improve 
and monitor your practice as identified, with a focus on sustaining the actions that you are 
required to do. Where necessary we will also work closely with Darrel Clews, the Local 
Authority Designated Officer. 
 

 
Workforce Development 

 
Apply for summer term training 
Places are going very quickly on our new CEYC training programme for the Summer term, 
which can viewed online at www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/childcaretraining  
 
Fun with Maths 
An inspiring conference was held in February.  Delegates who attended the conference 
can now download the handouts at www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/funwithmaths 
 
We would love to know what you have done following the conference. If you have some 
photos or other examples of new ideas you have put into practice please let us know. A 
small maths-related gift for your setting is waiting for those who have something to share! 
Please contact a Clayre Morris or any member of the Early Years Team. 
 
Level 3 qualifications 
The DfE has confirmed that from September 2014, only students who have at least grade 
C in GCSE English and maths will be able to undertake the new Level 3 Early Years 
Educator qualifications. Functional skills in literacy and numeracy will not be accepted. The 
Early Years Foundation Stage will be amended by the DfE to make clear that to count ratio 
at Level 3, staff holding a new Early Years Educator qualification must also have achieved 
GCSEs in English/English Language and maths, at grade C or above. Practitioners 
already holding level 3 qualifications are unaffected by this change.  
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Early Years Teacher 
The University of Brighton’s School of Education is now taking applications for Early Initial 
Teacher Training which leads to the award of Early Years Teacher Status (EYTS). Early 
Years Teachers are graduate-level practitioners who recognise their role in improving the 
experiences and life-chances of young children and want to maximise their opportunities. 
For more information, please contact Helen McLaren h.l.mclaren@brighton.ac.uk, 01273 
641931, www.brighton.ac.uk/education 
 
A colleague from the University of Brighton will be attending the Brighton network meeting 
in June, and will be able to give more information and answer any questions about the 
Early Years Teacher programme. 
 
Could your setting provide placements for Early Years Teacher trainees? 
The university is also looking for 0-5 settings to offer placements for EYTS trainees. 
Settings should be rated good or outstanding and have at least one member of staff who is 
educated to graduate level in a relevant subject and has achieved a relevant professional 
status (EYPS, QTS, EYTS). This colleague will play a significant role in supporting the EY 
ITT trainee as their work based mentor. Placement settings are offered a financial 
incentive. If your setting could offer an effective placement, please email Helen Mclaren 
h.l.mclaren@brighton.ac.uk by 28 April 2014.  

 
Early Years Team 

 
We are delighted that the Early Years Team support options for 2014 are proving useful 
and effective in supporting your continued improvement and reflection on practice. A 
reminder that we are here to support you in the following ways: 
- Continuing QuILT and Tailored for Twos QuILT – great to continue and embed your 

reflective practice, and also a good way to include new staff. 
- Healthy Early Years: the Healthy Eating module is running again in the Autumn. See 

the training brochure to book a place. 
- QuILT Gold – for experienced QuILT-ers – support to develop exciting action learning 

projects and write up your own case study. 
- A range of support options to suit you, including preparation for all aspects of Ofsted 

inspections including welfare and safeguarding, support for peer observations and 
support for new managers.  

 
If you would like any more information please contact any member of the team on the 
email or phone, as detailed in the contact list. 
 
 



 

6 6

Coming soon: 
 - a new Equalities quality mark  
 - news about the story project 
 
Equalities Case Studies 
Thank you to all those who responded to Meeta Johnson’s call for best practice examples. 
It’s not too late to be involved, if you have some great examples of equalities practice that 
you would like to share. Please contact Meeta on meeta.johnson@brighton-hove.gov.uk or 
01273-294257. 

New Infection Control Standard 

The Brighton and Hove City Council Health and Safety team have produced revised 
infection control standards for council settings to follow as part of the councils 
arrangements under the health and safety policy.  If you would like a copy of the infection 
control standard and other information to assist you in developing your own arrangements 
and procedures please contact Graham Slaughter on 01273- 296108 or 
graham.slaughter@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
 
Ideas for network meetings 2014 
Each Spring meeting spent some time thinking about possible visitors, speakers and items 
for forthcoming meetings. The suggestions were as follows: 
 

• Time to talk and network with other settings 

• Time to share issues/ problem solve and to share good practice 

• Safeguarding updates and advice  

• Ofsted updates and experiences 

• Information on services for families local to that network meeting, e.g. health, 
financial advice, housing advice, counselling 

• Information from university/ colleges about trainee/student placements and 
apprentices 

• Advice on working with funded two year olds, including communication, speech and 
language 

• ‘Tasters’ of forthcoming courses 

• Sharing experiences of using electronic learning journeys/ assessments, including 
information on e-safety, particularly when using i-pads and cameras to record 
assessments 

• Information about children’s health, e.g. immunisation, notifiable diseases 

• Information on city-wide projects and voluntary groups working with families  
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We will try to meet these requests as best we can over the year! In particular, we will plan 
time in each meeting for networking between attendees, while having informative speakers 
and updates.  
 
We are delighted that the June meetings will be attended by the Family Information 
Service, which will update us on their service and the provision local to the meeting. 
 
At the Brighton meeting we will also be joined by a colleague from the University of 
Brighton who will update us on the Early Years Teacher initiative, so please attend this 
meeting if this is something you particularly wish to hear about.  
 
We will also have our regular updates on safeguarding and Ofsted. 
 
PRESENS 

 
PRESENS SENCO CONFERENCE - 19TH MARCH 2014 
This was the 4th SENCO conference at Hove Town Hall. There were over 100 delegates 
who attended the four workshops. The keynote speaker Simon Smith supported by Kim, 
his mother, who gave an inspirational speech giving a personal insight into his experience 
of having autism. 
Thanks to everyone who helped to make the conference a success and to all the Early 
Year’s practitioners in Brighton and Hove who support inclusion for children with SEN at 
their settings. 
 
EMAS 
 

EMAS now have a Romanian speaking bilingual assistant. This is a new language for 
EMAS. 

 
Thanks to all the practitioners who joined them for the persona dolls follow-up session. 
They had really positive feedback from settings. They are hoping to start a persona doll 
network soon for practitioners who have already had the training to regularly meet, share 
experiences and borrow new dolls. They will be contacting people from the previous 2 
training courses to invite them to join. If you have had the persona doll training and would 
like to join the network please contact them. 
 

EMAS bilingual assistants have now joined the ipad project. The ipad offers wonderful 
potential to develop speaking and listening and raise the status of children with EAL. They 
are using some great apps that enable them to make books and puppet shows with the 
children. Every EMAS ipad is securely remotely managed, and adheres to the Brighton 
and Hove E safety policy. All EMAS staff have an enhanced DBS and all are fully trained 
in the safe use of this technology and in safeguarding. 
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All EMAS staff are Brighton and Hove Council employees and comply with strict guidelines 
on the use of ICT. They also have their own EMAS policy on acceptable use of ipads 
which they are happy to share with settings. 
 
 
 

Early Childhood Project 
 

The Early Childhood Project toy library is open Tuesday and Friday mornings from 9.30 to 
12.30 and Wednesdays from 9.30 to 2.30. During school holidays, it opens Tuesday 
mornings. New members are very welcome and if these times are not convenient please 
call 01273-294105 and make an appointment, some early morning and evening slots are 
available. The toy library specialise in equalities resources which reflect the diversity of 
family life in Brighton and Hove and they have lots of play ideas for groups and families for 
babies and children up to eight years old. 
 
They also have a wide range of books and information supporting families and those 
working with them living through bereavement and coping with grief and loss.  Does your 
setting have a policy to deal with issues around bereavement? Give Clair Barnard a call on 
0273 294105 or email clair@ecpuk.org. She offers this support for all ages of children and 
young people and adults too, not just pre-schoolers. 
 

 
Library Service 
 
Bookstart update 
Order forms for summer term Treasure Packs are being sent out in April. The cut off date 
for our office receiving orders is May 9th. 
The BookAhead scheme is under review at the moment. We will be in touch to let you 
know the outcome in the summer term. 
Do you realise we have Bookstart Packs for children with additional needs: 

• Bookshine for deaf children 

• Booktouch for blind or partially sighted children 

• Bookstart Star for children who have a disability that impacts on or delays their fine 
motor skills.  

• Bookstart Star is for 2 – 4 year olds and can be gifted in addition to the Treasure 
Pack.  

 
If you have a child in your setting who would benefit from one of these packs please 
contact Norah Carr or Wendy Jackson on 296981 or e-mail Bookstart@brighton-
hove.gov.uk 
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The following settings sent representatives to the network meetings: 
 

Acorn Pavilion 
Boomerang Kids Preston Park Pre-school 
Bright Start Puffin 
Each Peach Pumpkin Patch Hove 
Early Explorers Saltdean Pre-school 
Footsteps Hollingbury Southern Cross 
Funland Stepping Stones 
Happitots Strawberry Hill 
Joyland St Andrews Pre-school 
Kipling Lions St Anthonys  
Meadowview St Josephs Pre-school 
My First Friends St Lukes Pre-school 
Oak Cottage Sun Valley 
Officreche Teddy Bears 

 
Apologies if your setting has been missed off the list. 

 
 

OFSTED Inspections – congratulations 
The following settings have been awarded ‘outstanding’ at their Ofsted inspection  

 

• Pumpkin Patch Hove (Nov 13) 
• Tarnerland Nursery (Dec 13) 

• Young Friends (Dec 13) 

• Brightsaurus (Jan 14) 
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Useful numbers and contact details:  
 
Early Years Team  
For advice and support on the Early Years Foundation Stage including 
teaching, assessment, welfare, safeguarding and Ofsted requirements. 

 

01273 293645 

Helen Beaumont (Early Years Consultant, Team Leader) 
helen.beaumont@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 293655 

Alison Featherbe (Early Years Development Officer) 
alison.featherbe@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 290526 

Clayre Morris (Early Years Consultant) 
clayre.morris@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 294215 

Gill Nicholls (Early Years Consultant) 
gill.nicholls@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 294258 

Jane Campbell (Early Years Consultant) 
jane.campbell@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 294350 

Julie Sarker (Early Years Consultant) 
julie.sarker@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 294257 

Meeta Johnson (Early Years Consultant) 
meeta.johnson@brighton-hove.gcsx.gov.uk 

01273 294257 

Nicola Lacey (Early Years Development Officer) 
nicola.lacey@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 294926 

Stella Skinner (Early Years Consultant) 
stella.skinner@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 294350 

Vicki Smith (Early Years Development Officer) 
vicki.l.smith@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

01273 294160 
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Safeguarding 
Darrel Clews (Local Authority Designated Officer- LADO)   01273 295643 
Advice, Contact and Assessment Service (ACAS)    01273 295920 

 
Presens            01273 294944 
For advice and support to settings with children who have special needs                     

presens@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

 
EMAS            01273 294437 
For advice and support to settings with bilingual children                                 

          emasadmin@brighton-hove.gov.uk                                    
 
Finance            01273 293690 
For information and advice on the administration of the Early Years Entitlement 
     
Childcare Recruitment and Childcare Workforce Development Team (CEYC training)                                        

www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/childcare-providers            
 
Family Information Service          01273 293545 
Information about finding childcare, promoting your setting,  

FamilyInfo@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
 

OFSTED                                 0300 123 1231 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 

 
Early Childhood Project  (www.ecpuk.org)                                              01273 294105 

 
Pre-school Learning Alliance (PLA)         07717 367792     
                           
Library Service (Bookstart)               01273 296981                           

bookstart@brighton-hove.gov.uk 
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Dates of the next network meetings: 

 
 

     

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

     

 

 

 

 

Please come along and take part in the discussions. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

Hove 
Monday 9th June 

Hove Museum 
New Church Road 
12.30pm – 2.00pm 

Brighton 
Wednesday 11th June 

Committee Room 1 
Brighton Town Hall 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 

The Deans 
Monday 16th June 

The Playroom 
City View Children Centre* 
Brighton General Hospital 

Elm Grove, Brighton 
1.00pm – 2.30pm 

 
*PLEASE NOTE NEW VENUE AND 

START TIME 

Portslade 

Wednesday 18th June* 
North Portslade Children Centre 

The Rise Portslade 
3.00pm – 4.30pm* 

 
* PLEASE NOTE NEW DAY AND TIME 


