
 

 
CHILDREN IN ENTERTAINMENT 

 
Duties of a Chaperone 
 
(From the guide of Children Performance Regulation 1968). 
 

 The chaperone’s first duty is to the children in his/her care. The chaperone is “in 
loco parentis” and should exercise the care a good parent might give to that child. 

 
 The chaperone should ensure that when the child is not actually performing 

(including the period in between performances if there are two performances on 
the same day) he/she is properly supervised, has adequate meals, rest and 
recreation. 

 
 The chaperone should accompany the child from the dressing room to the set or 

equivalent and back again after the performance. 
 

 A chaperone supervising a child who is living away from home (e.g. on tour with a 
theatre group) is responsible for that child throughout the currency of the 
performance licence. This includes seeing that his/her lodgings are satisfactory 
and generally providing a greater amount of supervision than if he/she were at 
home.  
 

 The chaperone should be at the theatre, film set etc. before the children for whom 
they are responsible arrive and should not leave until all the children have been 
taken home. In the event of a child not being collected, it would be the chaperone’s 
reasonable duty to escort that child home. 
 

 The chaperone has a general duty to make sure that the theatre or similar provides 
a safe and appropriate environment for the children who perform in it: 
 The dressing rooms should be clean and sufficiently large 
 Boys and girls over the age of five years should not share the same dressing 

room 
 Boys and girls should not share the same toilets, nor should they share toilets 

with adult members of the theatre staff 
 Children should not be put in unnecessary danger through loose theatre 

equipment impeding passageways etc 
 
Should the chaperone suspect that a child in their care has been the victim of child abuse 
(including physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, neglect or grooming) the matter 
should be reported by telephone immediately to the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 
(MASH) (Tel: 01273 290400) or the local equivalent if the performance is taking place 
away from the Brighton and Hove area. Telephone calls made out of office hours will be 
redirected to the appropriate Duty Officer. 
 
Should there be any query about chaperone duties, please telephone the Behaviour and 
Attendance Team on (01273) 291378. 


