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This leaflet is designed to provide general information about the Brighton Fund. It explains the 
objectives of the fund and who is entitled to apply to it for help. It also tells you how to make an 
application, how the fund is administered and who to contact if you have an enquiry about an 
application or require some more information.  

Please read this leaflet carefully before you make an application to the fund.  



What is the Brighton Fund and who is it for?  

The Brighton Fund is a small charitable trust that is administered by Brighton & Hove City 
Council. The fund is specifically aimed at individuals in need; the council has separate 
schemes to assist groups and organisations.  

The Brighton Fund has two objectives: the primary objective is the relief of Brighton residents 
who are over the age of 60 and who are in need, hardship or distress. The funds second 
objective is the general relief of Brighton residents who are in need, hardship or distress. The 
most usual type of help that the fund provides is by way of a small 'one-off' grant.  

My client doesn’t live in Brighton. Does this mean I can’t apply?  

Fortunately, the scheme permits the trustees to assist people that live 'outside of the Brighton 
area', or who are only temporarily resident within the Brighton area, if their circumstances are 
'exceptional'. What is meant by 'exceptional' will depend upon the individual and the prevailing 
circumstances; each application is evaluated on its own merits.  

What does ’outside the Brighton area’ mean?  

This generally means applications submitted on behalf of residents outside of Brighton itself 
but within the Brighton & Hove administrative boundary. For example, residents of Ovingdean, 
Rottingdean and West Saltdean to the east; Falmer in the North; Hove, Hangleton and some 
areas of Portslade in the West (see next page for map). However, the trustees are also 
entitled to award a grant to a beneficiary beyond these boundaries if the case is truly an 
'exceptional' one.  

How do I apply to the Brighton Fund?  

All applications should be in writing and preferably made on a Brighton Fund Application 
Form. The form is available from the secretary of the fund. Applications must be made by a 
third party. Usually, this is someone connected in a professional capacity to the intended 
recipient of the grant. For example, a social worker, health visitor, district or community 
nurse, educational welfare officer, doctor, welfare rights adviser etc.  

Please note that applications from Individuals applying on their own behalf will not be 
accepted.  



Map of the Brighton & Hove Administrative Area  

What sort of information is required?  

The form asks for basic information about the intended recipient. For example, their name, date 
of birth, address, and whether they are in receipt of Income Support or Pension Credit. It does 
not ask for details of other income or savings. This is because the decision whether to award a 
grant is based on need; it is up to the applicant to show why the intended recipient cannot meet 
the need from his or her own resources.  

All information is treated in strict confidence. However, the trustees are aware that 
occasionally it is necessary to preserve the anonymity of the intended recipient. If that is 
the case, your client's initials should be inserted instead of their full name.  

The form contains sufficient space to explain the reasons for the application and the 
circumstances of the intended recipient in detail. Please remember that the trustees must 
make a decision based upon the information that you give them, so it is important to put as 
much detail as possible on the form.  

 



It is also important to indicate on the form how the award is to be paid, i.e. into the applicants 
bank account or directly to a third party. We have tried to simplify the administration of the 
Brighton Fund as it is a small team who deals with it, so it would help us a great deal and 
speed up your application if we do not have to spend our time requesting applicants about how 
they wish the money to be paid. Thank you.  

What sort of things can I apply for?  

As each application is treated on its own merit, there are no guidelines as to what will or will 
not be considered. However, if the intended recipient of a Brighton fund application is in 
receipt of income support and the item they require is one that would normally be available via 
an application to the social fund (either as a crises or budgeting loan, or community care 
grant), the trustees are unlikely to consider it unless:  

• There are good reasons why the applicant cannot apply for a loan or CCG  

• A social fund application has already been refused. If this is the case, you should attach
 a copy of the refusal letter to the application form.  
 
To assist the trustees, please supply as much detailed information as possible about the 
items that are required and provide at least one estimate.  

NB. Please rank items in order of importance if you are applying for more than one.  

The item my client needs is expensive. I’ve managed to get partial funding from 
another source. Will the Brighton Fund help with the rest?  

More than likely it will! The trustees are always happy to consider applications to 'match' 
existing funding or to provide the balance of the cost of an item where some funding is supplied 
from another source providing that the application meets the objectives of the Fund.  
 
 
OK. I’ve completed the form. What happens next?  
 
Send the completed application form to:  
 
The Secretary, The Brighton Fund, Democratic Services, Rm 130, Kings House, Grand 
Avenue, Hove, BN3 2LS 
 
Or e-mail: brightonfund@brighton-hove.gov.uk  

As soon as we receive your form, your application will be registered and, providing you have 
supplied sufficient information for the trustees to make a decision, your application will be 
passed directly to them. It usually takes around two to three weeks to receive a decision. 
However, this may take longer if the secretary has to contact you for more information before 
passing the application to the trustees.  



Once a decision has been reached, you will be contacted either by telephone, letter or email. 
If the trustees decide to grant an award, payment is usually made to a third party. For 
example, this may be:  

• The applicant. For convenience, payment is made directly into the applicant's suspense 
account. This is the most popular method of payment whereby the applicant retains 
control of the grant on behalf of their client.  

• A supplier or manufacturer. If this option is chosen, a third party cheque may be sent to 
the beneficiary. As an alternative, a cheque or BACS payment may be sent directly to 
the supplier. In each case, we may ask for a copy of the invoice.  

 
Whichever method is chosen, you and/or the beneficiary will receive a letter that 
confirms that an award has been made, the amount of the award and its purpose.  

If you would like more information about the Brighton Fund or want to chat to someone 
about the suitability of an application, please contact:  

Elaine Barber -tel: (01273) 291067 or 
Nicci Gundry - tel: (01273) 291077  

Please note that, due to administrative requirements, it is not possible to discuss applications 
directly with potential beneficiaries. It should also be noted that the trustees' decision is final 
and no further correspondence will be entered into.  


